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Editorial

This year is the 150th Birth Anniversary of Sister Nivedita. The first
two articles in this issue of our Academic Journal have been
published to remind the readers how India is indebted to this noble
lady. We have also devoted one article to the famous poet Sri Samar
Sen as this is his Centenary year. The other articles are on a variety of
subjects contributed by our faculty members of different disciplines.
All the articles have been sent to the reviewers and have been
accepted and published after having being reviewed by them. This
year we have appealed to the UGC to include this Journal among
their enlisted In-house Journals. We are looking forward to a positive
response from them. We would indeed be much benefitted in that
case and may hope that most of our faculty members will then be
more and more motivated to contribute articles. Twelve years have
passed since we started our journey. We have been getting along in
spite of many problems that we have faced. We hope that with the
help of our colleagues, inspiration from the college authority and
good support from our readers we can carry on our effort
successfully for the years to come.
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Quest' welcomes research papers / articles from all fields of Learning.
The papers or articles not published in elsewhere will be considered.
Two copies of double spaced typed article must be sent to the editor.

Articles should be prepared for anonymous referring, with proper
acknowledgements and self-identifying references removed.

Detail footnotes and / references should be given.

Articles submitted in English can follow either the American or British
punctuation and spelling patterns, but it has to be consistent
throughout.

Papers / articles not recommended for publication are not returned
unless so requested with stamped self-addressed envelope.

Editors are not responsible for the views expressed in the Papers /
articles.

The author will receive one complimentary copy of the Journal.

Publishing Ethics:

The publication of an article in a peer-reviewed journal is an essential
building block in the development of a coherent and respected network of
knowledge. Itis a direct reflection of the quality of the work of the authors
and the institutions that support them. Peer-reviewed articles support
and embody the scientific method. It is therefore important to agree upon
standards of expected ethical behavior for all parties involved in the act of
publishing: the author, the journal editor, the peer reviewer, the publisher
andthe society of society-owned or sponsored journals.



CONTENTS

Part |

OO GO STWIETCe ftafmet @ e

A
*rwige! faafret ¢ Sies e

©. folgel 7& F3H

Sister Nivedita in the Reminiscence of Saralabala Sarkar
Dr. Jayashree Sarkar

Part Il

. Y97 (I

FAHNCLT ST ¢ “SFHCII N QA e o
ooy el

IeItad Sfoai e 961 UG A6
T %

fifes IR, wnfteres ¢ oem b
flfere 37
S 9l e

wiferzit 2remr

26

33

43

49

60

73

79



Negation or Absence: An Ontological and Epistemological Approach

from the Viewpoint of Indian and Western philosophy.
Dr. Aditi Bhattacharya

83

Translating Imagination: The Poetics of Transnational Geo-politics in

Amitav Ghosh's novel The Hungry Tide
Debolina Byaborto

Women And Children Trafficking In West Bengal
—ASevere Crime Against Humanity
Jayjit Mondal

Gravitational Waves in LIGO
Dr. Lina Paria

Borospherene : The New Boron Buckyball
Dr. Ratna Bandyopadhyay

Comparing Monetary Poverty and Multidimensional Poverty:

A Study based on NSSO Unit Level Data in the Context of the
Backward Region of West Bengal
Jagabandhu Mandal, Dr. Pinaki Das

Self-Help Groups in India — A Study
Paromita Dutta

92

118

131

137

140

159



PART - |






e SIS TSI SITHIET

Frafret © Aeafaw
Afer ©IHR

(a%)
SRR FHTO! SCHIACT 2 AT GroRfiiv 4k e g
QR (RN I A SN 2T SRR BT SRS
e TR 0O B @R SIFHR IR A0 S @IeiEel 97R (e
o ey S ieim SR s M enteTesiie F0e big | == i
TSI e Ufb Wet fzet - s A Moderate, T3S 2&1 5awsi@) i
Sroeld (Extremist or Nationalist) | Fa#12! WeTd [RUTe (ot
2CEl CallATFRR CAlICet, i fRecarer =iz (e, T2itva colifew, iece,
AL ICIANTIR | RSS! WeeTs RcvsTiel fotete a1/ foerss,
ST S SR (A (AR Srereifaen), fifsiabem #iie, et sfiersio
A, O GZ V2 VR N SO ZCARCE AR (7O Aelg (e |
TN (TO CAREE Colonial form of Self-Government’, Sigfe
Tl BTG (AT Freige;, Jai {51 wIPTeaiceta sieay taite
SR T A T FCACRA SN -famca= (mendicant policy) Sife
279 (A | ORI O QO AP SR Bl =% CalleeT e
SIS 2RgRod Mizeel ST o7 F(F G SR DOl 8 73 A
CAREl FCACRA | SR @3 377)ef Rl Tcew @2 (e I @,
o widffe 5ANA R B ‘Absolute Autonomy free from Foreign
Control’ RTHT *[7 (ITF 377)f (& G T AGITZ | Sbrve© ST
925 ‘Indu Prakash’ 15T ‘New lamps for old’ #1¥ss =iifes Jfaina
AIHIEACS RSRRW L2 TG (TSI I HAANCENH S FHCE |
LA QRIACLT [Pl G TR0 I JACHA GZIFA G221 ol
@1 sy o =eeera sTEss A, (12 105 ©f SIe e fcafest
TNAY (ATICIG) (TSI, T Tolf G2 (& GFAN 5 FCF Vo &
AT A SRCAIE | (T2 (eTeefeice Sremfamg el care
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FEAN A JROR GlRID’ (TR WE, AP A0 SR
IANE SR (R 363 Proletariat’ *ib Ao 3924
FCAT) CFITA AL (3 3R FRC Z2FI0eT S-S S|
(20T G SPTRCAICHR 2120 403 ‘7)o" RO 7IfTs @K 200 203 @31
CHCHIR ST et ol CofsT (04 78 TRACR (A *I&, SIS SISITAIR 208 P
T | FA| oo AT BoRit] Semfrwd @ wveisler @1
AT FICH ATV, G AT AGHIT (eTiiesfler o 207 A
443 2fo2P (o, FTeie T, I92i 2wl ¢ wdie rayfes «Afie 32
JE| (O (TG @F Ol - IENST (TSR VTG AN
TFTCIIET (T3 ACARCA ¢ ‘the most excellent English’ |

R AGcAred Todm dqiee foa «arm sifvifere fet| ‘Sri
Aurobindo on Himself’ 2% ST eiFiert ieeaiel g2 7= A7Fe
TG el TR ¢ ‘dlelre, @d i 2bia @ AR910e, AR 24 STl
Ao [Reta E (e oo oifers owe Fail faors,
GEAIIRICCR S 2R 2B 2l el Sifors Fidiaer i Tgm
4! | DA T4 AGTNOTS (I FCI O SAEFIH SIS (5
G2 FIETOR S SRIWS € SPTE AETE ([ 28 | TORIS, ARG
G Fe  SprRcalel ¢ fNiER elfetary aEl ety aeRERce
TR KAl 93 (A =101 fofe Hifke SR eeedi 17

G (AT ST FRITS AR AN @ 7 2l Foa Ha eivge T4 9F
AR A Ao 226 SRR | O [2i9-25% (50 Te 7 ot
O G e A5 It F JNfTaics (514l S @36 BT - “srey
(FIE S 6! T8+, T M, %@, 3=, +1<e, 71 Ifem
ST ; SN OIS W AR @i, ©fe 3, 7o o7 |- 01 So At
I GFO! A TS A SUrS 27, Ol 28051 (R(eT 1 I 2 MReweita enzE
e A0, Fl- 5199 AT ST FECO 0T, 1 A TalF F0o (Aol
7 27 (T2 A SRR AT 5 ; B Srfw s, #/fSTsar)

(IS @2SIE W A o 541, @i sawe ¥ [eidiow foea sifdw
ifeet | @ opies aifesl fedidn el afdkaces - “@ afe

FHICP GG LA (IR ARICS AFFIR S w13 6 0, ol 0,
I2E AiRe e teg @k Waa et 901 f[ibg <11 (ieeis @
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Sezel yEe i Nrael #[td RIS [Riaewe Feh oo SRl |
SRR ARS AL AFFICST g FALACH Mf2d 2800 MRS *BHE,
e I @2 R [ikee fefq Somfa s Aifetae | 97 @1
T werol SpTie f2e | STeqk T *P7 2300 (s e
ST &) SRR TR 2lfs el Teiels «ar e 332
HOIfF GIR Ao |”

g3 2AeE o wa GRASR fotes @ Wemeie Rufke
ARG (2R A FNG GhA G H3pem €2 CEd FCACZA
=LA P 74 G BITS | @It 30 (et ol @ frafrers
Giaait el Fefroe afives @t <ig @ S2rm w9t
(GTRe SFRISTeT IR (ACF O AReZ I(H, IR (AR
Tferewts el 72 Bfdte Siv wieites 4o simited | Srafie
5T (st RTCATRa LA, S 992 AT SN Zo pIFeTGres 7ot
FE0S OF B I SIS AfTre @l F0e foicafay | e
TR A fRCaTe | 57 Fen®e (T Yie B gaRe® e B
SIS (RGeS | ©Ine &) Foaafel i e — kv e
AT 7AW G feTTs foe | 501 Wiwetw (aferts <8 S (el |
fofa e1teT ¢ fatafrel @3 s Fistea fNoiee eizet FCafReeT - Siare
Nafrelm At SiTE @2 REEa el TR AR I
frcafecete | fofe facafmeics fotem aretafos < =i S ooy el
FATRCE, FiFe oM wmTes @, Frare! @2 Fie Fa0e e |19 (@9
TR (C<IICATE <M N1 S2eme @ il SifSara 2ia) 1

SRS SR AR Y& B0 3503 (AT o3> I8 Flere G
S (TS T ze FARH Frafel-ga FRe @2 TRihre Jfe vt
ATt SsEl (iR @ e Sl | 92 2PT0e G606 (e
e 2 (A6 G (3, S S SCol SRehice Sl Keiions cotsie
FIIFEAC2F AT QARG M GG [R(eT, o @2 L=l ebfers e
@ wlHren Wbt A g el teifis Fate I 2@ A0S |
T CHed OF Emel e im@em (w2 A IT67w)
ToTCTR, SPTeT o1 O o131 | el T4 2l2s SRS ST O SIFor
G, AR THAE 758 G a1 S»od A #Bri-to g
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IGICI= 773 T AR et A5 @GR (o7l #10g GRSt A0t
ICETH FC SIS AGCATST O] JACS AT IR S50 L e SIS
L3 AT AT TN TS 2 | G2 7132 AR A O AT
@ Yol | ©C G6] I FFR FACO 209 (@, 97 S92 TG FI02
SIS 22, TG, WHS, o o @fezy e fMrafrers aew o
(e ZA AR |“The Master as | saw Him ~@3 Segga A1 |

FINEIR 2R (81 GAZ, Svol) w7 farafine! T siel ©iFs sifdese
FAC, 4R NG SroToRM HB-SREEF b Fa0aw, G A
JCAWI SER (A A (MO S | (7 A0 267 S»o L A
SCHRE W - (7 (Aol Ieamiz G031 (i | | o2 M
SRS SNBSS SR F(© | oI 7 17 2l 5% 25705 “Sri
Aurobindo on Himself’ &% ®ro@faewa e 2 +ifg - “faafret
CAMI BRI FES ST ZCARCE 0 SN Gl (72 | 97 Fofey
A-wifefd Feet @M I FEREAT | SN AFN-ACTE A ST
CHHT STl FACS B | GO (ATF 120 SR AT et 2
FCEACEE AT @GR ACH NFESEAR FTveTold Sig ol ¢ 5%
I 2107 FCA, O AF-318 SR Z0 O e SIfFa e |
S FATRE 3 W Tees e Seier | ramim Mo e
ARG ToEe (AR Cwg Il e ok TReited Rl et
Erefaw 22Tz e WeRcee - <O (fafret) T S et
Il (ol (e T | SIS S e o e Aime, fefe
SIF FIer W0 R (2R ST ARG A SI7 A A
3T A G0 TS FAF FICA ol o 17 9B 2E GFo L
RO RA | AR SEIHICAL IR TS AN R IS
TRITSl T G SIgE S 2eee Weamer | i arerE A
fArafrera @2 ArFeIa Fwg Jroaw ©oIf%e f&rae | Sri Aurobina on
Himself 30e (R Memim aeite - ... aseT e (Faes) Kali
the Mother 2% [T T3IfZe | SIS S 27 9254 T St ST
AeeTfei | fofe atem, fefae wiates @ wifst *ife Soir | oig @it fof
e GLATRCe, S $FE ol @d [ekveR o¥ve | IR
TRACEE A AFFIIICe fof OF @ {20 QW F91F Ty SNgel
FCARCE - (12 7 A ToifHe Ty | fofe e 9ca1, fofa =ime
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TS SIF ACH TN FACS A | 73S A8 q0282 5gd fztet, @3
TN NS FICS Mo (R 2019 Teramar =1, fofe @ Apieica s e @i
ﬁﬁw |”

fafrem (Tafie St A AeRer o (@ufis Fowed,
eIl CRICAT efors GGl o AFcere Aredfaw Wrafmerd taeifcs
IS LF AT | OIS SIF 7((F AQIFEE Qe | e
(AT el THCH AW GF0 HAHF I e - <Rt
(Tolena ey fofel (Mafmet) fRieie Serest | (FiTFa AT SIRE S
SRR Y ([CICS | (AT feT AHeeT egfon Wi, Keitaa 2 7eels
TS, (I GIRFIG I e 71 O R | 724 K27 7907 2 Fe10e, @
SR R — $F 4T whel @R TS | $IF T T € 2l SR e
TG | (- FACO A5, [FE O S FIS (T GBI, G2 e
Sliese |13, ‘Kali the Mother” Emi=ieIs{¢( <3, (wuife RTuizers, wifzss
T | A eI SIFAHE ST A el fRuiz evm are 7

O(F G5! F2 AT (@, Aerfiw @R fafrel Termz Tetma Tt
&RCew | @ @S> @i #NeT T Sri Aurobindo on Himself &C3
R (e G 2 ¢ ST 2ANAF 2171 FIed foog AR 71
T el asfae T ST 2T Semiaw ke | okE
ot e AT i<t sifzame Herafv o1o SRR | 92 AT S=iey
slelpsIIey WiGEwa 75 Mameles @R Areav | o=y 3 G2t
AW (1T A (AT ANLS ~AReifon e oehE 20 #AIEH |93e @36
| ! LTS | AT {7-(aB I A0 feaimela 9fe @it @6
1ol (CeT SeAew (216 ©iE RIS ANLFAI (I (el by ©eey |
ARIFI SRR - IR S AT WA SCoE Sob
Upper Circular Road-93 @€ (FUCF O 7BWINT (F2e@ql) w
CFCATRCE | SIS 2o ARG (RICTH G2 A A0F FA AT 7G| 93
212 2o 2lldl € (AR ST | [MCaeld A0st Tolmis (ToT™eIe
JEWATIR) F2AF e, @3 FRefeT ST GTAI Areeife (ILaF @R
A STGAI FeT TS 2CF | (42 Fe Al Study Circle-9 Rien gmeea
3oz, Gal Seife of TE @ Tifes TU-sies fap wg e
STl @ M (el 20| @2 RMieEd =iadl ebiEE 30 SIFced
TISIHRCET BIFe ZC [ T, & 2T [Keitad e 729 I (I
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SR RIS (0 (R (PR | .. SR G0 G5 0T (MG 39, Ifel
fir@, (enifen Treifs, Tmmiel Tl - 3 HEF SCF SR T | ..
ST WG 72 RS (oI feteT et - Srfw, el eaimel, s
S (SR 2gfe HeMer (migsia ol ¢ siets ol SIS foiet
AFT - SRR T AR 22w A [t siftmsm facg seam
SRl (SCalfRe 17 (T AW (PTed - AIGIRT TET, 2U.55.50)

FRIER ©I2 GromI TS G0 FropRee g ePest $Pg7)ef | STl
feTCtee - <ol (Frafme!) (eiemre MFR-a SeGRaw e ol [z<
VICET I AT | O3 S0 (oIl Joaat (Fiiet @ sifaamsal ferfsiam fes |
2 I 2 SIS G AT (FHGY ST IR 916w (@rfems| ...
(IR e[ ST FICE oIl B (VRIS SITo ST PICR I38fT @0
R | AT (A0 #{foT<] SRR Pt 12T G G TR #I0C | fHeaime
232 TECO, ST 26T @ GF F0 DG 2062 ‘9 (12 (ATF
AR A fafrer Teet [z weeta 2few el feet | @2 P1es «abie
TrEd T AQG Tolma2 LGS (I 7o) Redt &y @)
SR AT T O “YROBRACA IR, TS Sl feamoia
el I GEATRCE | e SreiiRiG! S5 g Tom=Ied
¢TI =} il JrtoN fFrafreia e A Toitag 9fweid [REea @
g Taes | (W3 AW ey - MARF TGN, 20.55.50)

FiETe! SCw W S ¢ frafrez wfew @itas #If s e =
g TG | SNIfetsja AT seretle Aeafw @ S afew Teraaia ey
o4, Ol oeage Mt AeAeT gk REE 6o [EIa Aeam
T 911+ | TS FCafre! eaeis o9 4wiam SfaCafRes | 43 e
S e araferes St foed wae & o9 S5 0-aq 53
IR | Q-0 el GobiE Y 2rfereT @ e Jifers Rmler @3
THRCR T ~lifete Trifeer | agifa e ficdtes, “Reafrer
@I F Sl | R =Rt e SEpita bogmel 2d5E @
FI9NE A 2ZE 2R SCw ey Aferan RwpieTear (e 26 (e 224 |
feifoTe fesitam o ue i qra-2bid<, SioxT «felF | ©1E|
fiotee sifziae B, 5@ AeteTa ysifon S feer a1 | Ffrem wze el
TR @R T 2Eife @3 fof qamiig ARy siEifece @
e e AT SRl Wi 223MMe (@ T2M= AT SRk e el
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FoY2 A S P02 |7

faafrelz fen Hiote Serfarwz fog Srae otz | o= st @3 g
SISO RIS 972 Sl 0 - (A6 261 A SRICWR (12 A 6+l
@ TS T FCafreia S et | Sl Sif fafret 7wk wifs
THEET (EIRF @A CT-PRACE SAF Ield [ @ el ==
facafrei Frare fost sco | g & SaRewa ORI (@-57% 641
(T30 e S17 211 GlolTe 15 | TP SIS (FTRFCR )
il BREITS *oTrtes, OiF W o Aerfmes @ s a0 |
Modern Review - @& June 1909 FRJ HSRRTWE ‘To the Sea’
el s=eH @™ol 28-T% T« The Statesman “fq@R onlaE
T9[nF Ratcliff @ SIF FILF 10402, “Modern Review @ Si5i& Sl
‘To the Sea’ R*Itaa FIRNCTT Toal FACETH PR T© Al 24T |”
I I SRS 601 THCH Ratcliff -0 20 SRR, S0 O
et foratee - “ofit @m efs Az Fifa #ie, @I el @b,
I @[ | SNIE W0, @re ©l ¢ BiRer Gl el wel | @
SRR | SRS S]] FIFE FAC 20, 6T BIEAICS Z0e (Pl AR
AT O (P e P (0B 7R |7 (@e felraiwe] censairet - %[5t 2o7m
7] ¢ Ao “ collected letters’)

(2 GIF ZA SN ' New Lamps for Old’ R I6RG10S (O 775 (S
(TS OF9 TSR T AR I%9) 3R 'Bande Mataram’ #IfqaT
f FETOR ATE WAL dHRF IR TR AT e
S | FSIICe] (e (A e offewmd 2 fsfd ‘Karmoyogin’
AP 9] ARG IS 2z IR 2o sgR ARitawre -
G2 7[0S (AR TS SCRISTCTR A0 03t [PRD! SIBe 5] e betald feltvinle
oz | 22Tl GG o 032 el AeRiiv F$F Si(F o=
IR GolfFe T FA ACARCE | T2 (@IF, G0 S SF e | fFfrst
CAICGA G AR STSTSETT el TS o512 T Rt
@, CTRIS AP AR S (B8 BT (@0 AF GR FISH!
@ACRY 72 e I, (Tere)) [Re GG SR SRR AR &+ |
U G Svod ABFFCE BRI 2“8 2 SRR LFI©
AoeIeser, O (312 A RO FICeT Soigifore ooy ferfema et far «afo 73
Y1 I 207 IR - A magwﬁrﬁ?f&gmwwqm -




BLAGICS “To the Sea’, Ghw! ST AR RBICHA [ia@el, AT @ St
e o g3 [ERfs F© ARPRCHA-[T70 | G270 Modern
Review-(® 2FIfe 12 BR(G | 3567 (ITF A FACO AAEL I - ©ITe
M A6 Mo 27, ©F | 9l & @R A0 @IS (@Il AT
(S9N FACS AR - (RIS FISCF ? LS AP Al 9fsl
AT, SN 70 (O R0 (5101 9 S0 FCerie] Mo A& 20 1

FR AT DORRCHT AT € Aol -9 e aoenrasfer
TE fotet TRhTe | @3 @HeR T ST TR SrerreRl
ARIIMEoF 302 BE=AT - “(These writings) are marked by a
brilliance and pungency, not hitherto attained in the Indian Press.”
Fivrels fery @3 SSRrelRIm v e, (G SRl GG 2IT3 SCEsal
T4 | @2 TORTOIAIA e 721 fCafTel Sv8 B9P%, Sodo TR
forefRte, RN Tma GG 8 FACZ | ... Solem 9] 9
(I, O Ffg=reita; fofd smifam (o 7« | T3t (T3NTeT) (It eat
Az |7 el @ity SeEfme SitaEs W< hl e D SRR
“TARTG @ LRI AL - eces”; e Prars ¢ s
ToACACRA 17

SOOI S @ FAHHE ([@RANRCET, O fAorRE S $ig
(YT AR e el Serfmes 7o w0 | @ @ sz
G694 8L @It Sri Aurobindo on Himself@@ﬂﬂﬁ'ﬂﬁm@‘\l
¢ (“fIcaivrea ARISITET AMTCS) TF G LFF GF AFFCS FICH fofe
(RIS SISIICE SITET - AT SICE B (R T0e1K SR | Fofe
i, SIS e oit oiet T, fakat gioxi-eizre el 3f7, @3k QB TAE
SRIIZSGIE PG F(L B | ... SN S T, & TS 2ZCEIR LTINS
SR JCET S N0 S =TI, Sl qmcet F(caifaie-«@ @t caren o ez an
I QI FLFECP Sl T | (37 e 1 2 | A0 T4 6
(HCTSIz) 103 A FACS (oI, FSfo) o0, SIS LHB! 3]l e
FECR G ST Bl (R A lfores |7

@2 AT Bfre Aeriim s mHTor A @k FEE afery fife
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(passive resistance) @R IAFCHA FAE (ARG | [FE 22N el
SICHIFNPICE ARG (il Il KT 2GR 2o AceReer, e
T 20 M 27 IAFOCF B4 Y-FoF Ao SotREncel Hizee
FARCE | TGICHG WCETR A GF0] FACATO SN FANS FACMoN-
fs1| (130 wNtal @31l srmaim ¢ Aeviress-#itd Aerafaw
SCARTRI FRATCHT I (AN IR 5o FHToR Mikcs, 8 (o
(AT & AR 27 77 sffEiore s wgol FrereilEs 2=
B[P FANE TR ¢ A respect for the law is a necessary quality
for endurance as a nation and it has always been a marked
characteristic of the Indian people. We must therefore scrupulously
observe the Law while taking every advantage both of the
protection it gives and the lattitude it still leaves for pushing forward
our cause and our propaganda. With these stray assassinations
which have troubled the country we have no concern, and, having
once clearly and firmly dissociated ourselves from them, we need
notice them no further. They are the rank noxious fruit of a rank and
noxious policy and until authors of that policy turn from their errors,
no human power can prevent the poison-tree from bearing
accordingtoitkind.”

WTS itz AT (2R ZOTRPICS A WSt ISNCRISIC 37=7)l
SR FCACRA | [T Gib OF FR (AF Y& 77 Sppe Gifs 0
QSRR Ty PR FICAT (RN 27 2] G STros)) S+ 2030% | 5
BIFFb® MTGH IS 2 ‘21T 2 3R AR I (A SGIZAL
203 AT (AT 2l IR AW (32RE FIEH 8 SO RITa IS
I BLCAG AGHFACE 2O ST L FCRA (T AT
27 2 | FSf STt (it eige a1 @<k frena el el
FEIE G FRGHIACAS &) 2ES RET| - R (RIS Sl Fe00
(BLRTR | ARTOIFICH @6 TGl fTrelfEgs it Sraey Hifad I

AT TF I S

”Our ideal of Swaraj involves no hatred to any other nation nor of
the administration which is now established by law in this country
.... Our methods are to ... evolve a government of our own for our
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internal affairs so far that could be done without disobeying the law
or questioning the legal authority or the bureaucratic
administration ... The Nationalist Party stood for democracy,
constitutionalism and progress.” (Sri Aurobindo’s Speeches, Sri
Aurobindo Ashram : Pondicherry, 1952). ot @ 391 3% @, ‘caia

BTe Ao G5 FA L2 ST (AN FCACE - (16 2e12 ‘No Co-
operation without control’ (G “FTe! «l TTH, (FC A=At
) |

QT G0 FU RIS Trardtatan | farst @2 S SR (@,
Ieafewe T e B3 (Open Letter) ©ire-#ba 16 Wiefd FIC2
QO A (AN, CTE OIFre NRgeld BEe <ege (b8l bl |
il w3 Seriews g cAe BT ke T B 21 92
FET - I fofF e, Nationalist-93 AfeNS 77T Trod
MZAR G JRAITH AT AW Bt (R STaIs S <11 1 T |
SI00€ (AT = oI ol ST BEeT08 e THAHITE ([INCS (BB FC -
oo AT Bivl e AR (@S- (TS S @ (58 I |
TiGEw-rferes FEfmel er.svod ©IfFTd (0 ¢ ST 27, @2
AL (O PR SR (Al | enfit wifzre ot «ifoca vz | @3
T G T oY it ©f @ -2ret bivesy wfibeang | e fel, S «ige,
et @ A AR I AT 2007 | 758 Gresfer (Azre =t 21|
caireTt oo cerets wf Biatie oraxl 231, Siete e qIatsa Seaie ol 96(3,
aR @ Y (e St g ©F TS AR | COMT AT Gl
COTE FACAET-G SN B! TR ADNCS (BB T | ... SERH A
W ITSJZ BIET (NG| 23 OIRCE I SIET e il S JRACF - TS
(TSI BIEI (AR AT 37 (! FRIRIGE #I0efRet, o9 o (70 A9 O
SRS 6T JCANRE | S (¥ JZ0S Wfeiofa (@IS ASEE il I
AR S TSN e (] (TR | AR oLl G232 GO
FoffO0F 2AIFTIE, FIO(F (FCA WG | G2 ARG Ol S TGHIe BIfeTH ([0
(A | (IS T - (I (IS SN0 *IfG | G5! AT Fo ey 3 IS
YT BEICS 2AIT3 2 SO 2T G 110 S8 S L2z N I o1t At
PO AT A |7

(o = ~

Ao 9E (ARET T FEIET (OB ST o3 | Ao ©f
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Sieee | ©1% fof ¢ fera =ik 61 calet ofs Ficaifa-« e
FACE, Ol 0 [0S T, 212 AT @ FHCd IR 7T Sy &
FACE | G ST TSR I AW ATIR (AT S o | €
G IR R (1 IR ASTRITHA (IR | (125 7 0= feyrafireet
AT, AT RS (LRI ATFEA S | 9B (BBICF (IFITO
farafret TrI-+ItT #Mter | AeRfewd @ 2wt [l Bt sAifdca fof
TIAS-IFWE (@RS (5! FCI, @ _FHHT DA AR (2SI
(O3 1 20E Ol (@ [elfEer Fea |

Ao s 7102 caltes Wrew foem Staa siom (ot fofv 2
BT G3R 2ICF ATGTHR BCeT T | @it @6 ReaTeia a9 of 2+
NI I (P O G [T (F71 7 S0P (TOIF TAF A%
) ez facdimorq ©ofg SR b1 ©iF 7oz e | Seave! o7 mifg
NS TR Fgdler Al A (oIt | (GTRIC epifre feafmer
BIRINIGIEEERIRE RIS Sl

(12)

G3IF IR [FRO1F LA OF FHRICGT P SR [ 5535 0o NP
TG AT (ZAF FGACN-T G (TR (AP SN [F7 ©2 2T
(TS [eTCIC" - “3 503 JBICF AR, (J14 27 G T, Zca3) Ero]
O3l [l -3I3F (BRI (72T AR | ... Ol T/l TN
G (AN9F G AT Ay 2 AR G AN CHCENF
TAZ© foreTe | G CHHTT NCET SIF (el S 129127 0F et
B CTIRCeT | G a1 ST [ ST TITET 4% 2/ (W(T 55 FIC@
Sifere FHCeTA | SIS [ 53 SR 2CRRENN | O [ IR ICeT (3,
f2o-29 TF IS GIfoF eI CarTAl, CIFediy SEPRAl 22
263 Bfo© 02 | O FIHNTON FI2IF e | T/ FE0© V47 SR
(T, ST (O 972 72, O fofel 17 21 $reT fo17 ICenziere -
@31 GG [ 0O, (]IS 1 T | SN ©IF L% (3 [ = |
.. TG G (T FCACT 2N, SN G2 S ©ICICF 723 7o A,
G I 2 IS T S SN2IZ ST O/ T3 T L.

“Tofar Gt Alofne ferer | 2'07Z FFNF HCNF N2 07 Fereif© THH
GO (700w ; FRFICET (31 T LA CGF 700+ | QLTI TGO S
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(@ G, TG (%7 27T Y SCAE AT AR | (Terel] DIzl
RPN GG G FABIS] I JCENRCET - ST TGO F/ereil[OF
CIFOl (J (237 AT S HF ATGIRCET | 7T TGN T (TN 20T
7 1" %217 CGCR [l JCaRCeTH, S =Afel S G (AT Al | S AT
T Sl oq T G373 23112, A7 G 13 SNT TG O Gl 73 /.
I (7032 S SR Gai PR AN ZRRe | O fofe (e
w187 8 BRI (A<IRIRCET, ©F S 20eT ©fF 2f@ %13 i TRIeT B | ...
SIS @ ST 7T BITT ST a’épﬁw @ G (FTIF 4% GG
#4103 o T2 GleIcee ol | ©1F SfAmIF @I (FeR f7*63 S ZCRRCeT |
... S [0S OTENRT (7T, 7 (S0, TP IR @ Gy IS BT
S SRNae PR RlReer | ST e [of Bz T
CHN2E T FCACT TGO [HCRCT | §- G FIETPP TP TG

ﬁ?)f]c‘épzafw /77

G2 [N AT (ST (ST G (A GCICR IS OFTHT FNNCT
G AR, O oS w0 [92d SRfere e (rezeT
SIfEICE] ColR | 9% 2P G35 R ST IR [S7e S=Fag 203
QI | /9] 7CETH I AN G (TRAIE PGS FZINN 2f771e] BlfTesy
RS A GIBT /1 ([EC T FE N ST T FHNCAL S
SNCETIB FCT IS /0T T SN C2F 2S5 (3f5l <ITeT I G
FRPICeTsT 37027 CRISICRIT! AR ST 37 | S b2 SR fofay e fo1d fovest 76
@ TV 3037 O 7% 12 FceT | (¥ (61015 facaimel feeifzeersy o
(/I G ©¥ TG0 1) ) S

“Dear Swami Brahmananda, Will you accept on behalf of the Order
and myself my acknowledgement of your letter received this
evening. Painful as the occassion, | can but acquiesce in any
measures that are necessary to my complete personal freedom.

| trust, however, that you and other members of the Order will not
fail to lay my love and reverence daily at the foot of the ashes of Sri
Ramkrishna and my old beloved Guru.

| shall write to the Indian papers and acquiant them as quietly as
possible with my changed position.
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Yoursin all gratitude and good faith,

Nivedita of Ramkrishna
(T3t ¢ et - =ififen <oy ra)

SIS e, S Rt g e et FeafRese e s
8 AR STATHT - (LT SNGITSIFe] SIIF (A2 2wy #I107 | 9 3213
fofv wifacafaces ftag kel Areifed @l el w1t | 58
wREces e R sifers 2waces, o2 el ertes Fomi
AT TIF SCAF FACO ANFA | OF ez oy e
SIS TR (PG A GO ST FCARCE | IR O
SIS AfS (IR @y Kz SNewieTcae AR e a - =S
SIS (T SIS Tl 0 FCARCE, SIS FIATO Sy Mol
I (12 C2UTTRZ TR | SR (TS 712 SO0 A O (T (2 O
TSI THCH O AT @S> G 8 (o (Afee fzaf| svos
IRCHT 230 EIC7HFA el O Tt wF FAREW OiFe IR
T - Ao, J9i8, fFifele, saiw, SwaRs!, ICEml, SEmRm 8
i gl MeItes | J=iRGR (b Tgor fHrfrs! %@ e -

ISy e (Fen-2id, Ko ¢ wmssiey sl [y @@ - (&6
TR 7 - S0 AT S0 S | SR S @zmerey 2 Fafaa, @ @ 4l
SIS O+ ST ZCACE A6 AL (RIGCAN | S 2I1=] 0 2T SACT
(RIGCAI ST A ORI, - G2 (I S SIS (7 (9t e
QI IO TS AR | SO S Fell |1 FCH AT A
QAT SRR e w0 e, SIRcee SIS S AT 202 [0 N
F 7 (T 2 faleAl P v

G2 2732 ICAME SRR (R0 A WAl ordl, (37 A Sl Sicat
foreale | Fa #Ite (rleTorR7 203 Sers)-20enIF @2od (e 29
VST (FITTFIT LGS [F7IF | (T CITOIIF TG [ci7ers
(RIITS (TR, ©IF2 Tae SIE Sers|-20a g-2ferzra ey
IS5 FICET (17O | GF9F b2 [CTTF [ R7OIF AT AN Tord e |
TS 9T QPN (YF NBSEANE CITORIY TEdS FcEr |
fcaret ST [RIP7 SIaa PR (3, ST OIF 20F
YO 43 (| T A9} [ARmerT seay rersmet faafze | siwee 97
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fFfere fofy fersifacer - ... (e T2 *fE=a S S, Tl e
G} IS FCK, FO! S TR (TR &) gy 7 1 0 (ol
2R | G2 FACHT VL (TR SR I (AR - SR G-, =2, 9,
Afe, @ | G2 (2 [ SEIoE gFe A q92 S [ OSRE
MRSAOIAC (I 251 SIS (AR w11 27

(T ¢ STWA)
(fom)

I T (A ST T & FAR TP WMo Zm TSl
@Cafe, frafrer Bideig qar ageiafs sig amet om | Bsita @R
FIHTO! FITSH T I & SNCHIECH (WIAMOrR s{ef AL | 50w, Sb-(¥
SIS STt @3} @ferbETE Hidte frafre! rated “When will
the Motherland rise again - the Gitain one hand and the sword inthe
other” - $508 S4B (ST R WIFETCTF T6UTR - “How long? Oh if
the Mother would give me ‘strength like Thunderbolt’ and words
with unspoken menaceinthem-and weight of utterance.”

©el IR A3 ST I IR [0 GRS RIS Slei® I (B3
BIfeT (oltes ftafmel, O @6 #f53 #iexl T 9T =Faemm
-7 & (Tl feaiwel) Sgre Rl (AlfeR 28 -ag Siere
IR 219 emAAgs AT YROGIRET | IR 92 SAiopIfTeR
2t L TR0 FET0o + (o] ST J287 2103 (ol - ““But my dear
young boys, besides all your conception or knowledge of DHARMA, |
shall now tell you something of a higher, nobler and more sacred
factor in your lives which | would urge most honestly and
emphatically to you all to follow or act as your sublimest and
greatest DUTY, the firstand foremost obligation.

"You all are required to know your Motherland - your great
MOTHER!

"MOTHER BHARATMARSHA!

| would advise you to see Her, go round Her, to know Her people,
their religion, culture, literature, language, customs and traditions,
in one word their history thoroughly, to meet them and mix with
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them initmately often, whenever such an opportunity occurs to love
them. Just as a son or a dauther behaves or mixes with his or her
mother freely and intimately, so you should love Her, respect Her,
serve Her, worship Her with most reverential salutation!

BANDE MATARAM”

AN Ol “YFoFA Sifecaces Iewress FI el 47 ~Feia
ACHS THE PCARCE | NG BIrAtes, “ovoo A I
QARICR FCF (@ 9@ *f Twife zafee ©f smfias TR 2few
ATTTRET SNSTAR ACO! | NS IR CATI (AT MYNF YT Gl
i elieia e e ezt 7

R IR 7T WIS 9170 A 3R [RE#1T (PIgoFE= e
S| b (ACF 35T SERE efsfrm T [few e Igel o |
SN 1AMICg RCoAD SR el @297 STelR (@ Sepisiar
20l | 5 53 ST /919037 T FCET R 905 G0 afScnfrerz
facafrer 573 o9 FC | & 5717 AT [&.fS. (<l 559 T @
TR (Y OBIF FCARCET 2T CITS G, TN (2P 7l A7
[ACRI7O1 RGN TR BRI, 37-TSr 3P S 20ae FCRCeT |

RIS Taa eIl S AR @16 (TR (1l (AT Il
T ¢ “We are having too much of higher education and too many
graduates are turned out of the universities, who are completely
physical wrecks, unfit to protect themselves, their mothers, or their
sisters in time of difficulties. Such weaklings can be of no use to
society. The country needs robust and patriotic men instead of
persons who serve a foreign government and dominate over their
countrymen. They alone can uplift the country. You should feel
disgusted to perpetuate the authoritarian rule of a foreign
government by serving it.

GBI G5! 7T SR N2 S (Ol | @ fcafret safamw
CRITTR A SN (@0ATE - R 956 5aw+ %) 9l e TR (Tl

e HAfafoe; St el @235 10% Moderate A TANM% (o
(oIS F28 (ANTATAA A0 g9 @ Sensivifaon [RE = | It (e

17



CANTTHR 03 THCY S 20 o) STer® S 20 «3 (S1d (@
GG AT (T AR G AfTSITH IR 992 73 WwF A S
i, ©IF A @R Weaief ©Itea T | dvos TR (aNTeet fziat
O FIGHICER I | FICHICE (TR Iy - [WRMeiF SR
‘'manly speech to the Viceroy’ - fStafneid W‘% A TS A |
CANCITHT T2 ] (RIS (Y G ol ATCHAe | S Srlfed
e 5aw+i3) A TrereRi wied Aifed fe @ weq fze | ©fF
CAITCAITETR A0St ST CAICR (PICA] 7= T (@RIl 1 2cere foeafre
(BB IR (NTIER o] GG TSI AT 50! 20ens IM
Si7 At Rz Fifo 2l =Npa w1 % | 9 25 d TR ek g
fBf3TS | $>0e I #E FIT T2 IS &S W, T4 FATH
AfSTfERCel (oML 20T A | iAol (GrAMRE TSICEs (Nt
BTG positivist AW AT (RSN T | So0¢ HGEH 20
557 ANt (2F5-1F @i Bfote e @10 - “This letter is to
introduce to you Mr. G. K. Gokhale of Poone - the leading Indian
member of Viceroy’s Council. Mr. Gokhale is only in England for a
few weeks, and | do want him meet all the leading Positivists and
especially your friend Mr. Wilson.” fatafrs! tocaifetets TeItab (ot
Fee [ o s T Corea 1is F2 A0 1T IS tad
FIIF ATHTCIT Sl G IS [ LE0ST A AT N2
OB GO 90T Wl | R0 (TC7BRA S»o¢ BBHRN CHU-(F fraimel
foT4TET - ““Mr. Gokhale is the forthcoming leader of the Congress. He
is also the leading Indian Member of the Viceroy and has fought a
duel three winters long with Lord Curzon over the educational
guestion. Mr. Gokhale’s own achievements as a university graduate
are such as to make him an authority of this question, apart from the
fact he voiced the opinion of an India that was united to a man ...
There is no man so qualified as Mr. Gokhale to expose to you and to
world the perfect tissue of lies of which that speech (of Lord Curzon
at Shimla on education) consists”

TGIEG (SNTATER 6! Ao 26T, (116 267 O 388 O | 308 o
<P(.\01§1 &K‘JﬂVrﬂT@ﬂC\') AT G T kfquBT AZE (Y 2T ‘:*l@ ﬁ\‘) jﬁiil\o

(AR, O3 TOIHG 71! (ST ANfF6! TSI A S S Mew
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OCRRGE fHeafre! | @reey ncaeTs «2 et B e ¢ 71 hope
you will not be shut up while you are in England, amongst a few
saintly and exquisite persons, but that you will have the chance of
judging my people as they really are - often blood thirsty - always
money thirsty - degraded by unjust words and rapidly losing hold of
the things that were of old the glory of the English home.”

(o19)

I N FA G IR SCHIEA IR WMo SE R FALCT
F | S»0L-GF TS The Indian Review #ifaaia fMafret fomcatze ¢ “The
note of manliness and self-help is sounded throughout the
Swadeshi Movement. There is here no begging for help, no clinging
for concession... there will yet come a time when in India a man who
buys from a foreigner what his own countrymen would by any
means supply will be regarded as on level with the killer of cow
today. For assuredly, the two offences are morally identical ... It is
precisely in a matter like the keeping of the Swadeshi vow that the
Indian people especially can find an opportunity to show their true
mettle.

G TR, (T ALY TR SITwIet 71oI0 fafrel 2o zeafetet,
I FORN SCHEANCE 461 RIS ol (e IR - O SCTF612
I @R TS TERET | 3530 GF 8% (TL36FT FOMN SITHIF
AiAICa camel $ix goil SifcaiRee S. K. Ratcliff (& -”But for the
moment, things grow steadily worse. The people have lost ground In
Educational opportunity, what an infinite loss! Then journalism has
been crushed. Swadeshi has been shattered. And poverty goes
worse and worse ... | am down - hearted - but oh! things are
dreadful!!l The proverty makes one ill to look upon - and it is
growing. And is there, after all any hope? These people are children.
Itisreally sheep against wolves.”

S50 AlCE SACA GF6! To1l W6 T T CAMe] Suiaiiss TG 576
ST R G (] I LA 5 STy SPTge 20 | ol A=l
2R TG FG SITORIGR &liol) SFF @R =W (FCE (1T oG
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AR | Mo g «iRell o oo 1 | @0 7Bwe A2 | G 2a
3508 JATEF ‘Universities Act’ | S»03 ATl IS« ‘Universities
Commission’ 15w 03 | €3 forere e sere 1o fafem srafece -
G, TO IR (0 2JCA1{f3 I eargel S 2 @R SIS e
TEHRERI AN FCIBA I | AR PG GO FAGNS AR -
AR B (72, IR THEEFR 2fo SeEl 2eqw R | AR
SO S #{lw, A5 SIS Ta Iy (= =11 | SP7ey &5 Feierg
PoAIGT AN NG, T 2T, G il AT AFHNG G2 020 7N,
Nt 27 G5 PG Aferee &e7, 9% Universities Commissiongd
FARCH T Sl 2O Gafovley - fVC7 el 3% I 2|

IR Gl Spoe AH 6 IS (1F I57e% PIAICS AT AR AR
SCWIE S1F 20 G0 | 2 q2F ST G5 @Fgs)el Ioe W0 | (TG Ze
(TN FeTFo! R RIS S FIG K SIFEICF (K I
S RS (el (7 | 92 5 (a2 PG PTalE € TSR [RFCm
e afeaw Basmdim) svoe AT 333 (TR FeF!
R S TC IS AT PRSI Wil
JCET | FIGAR TSI & I - 2HF QeI 2GS AP 2l
SCAF T | GRS GG (Rl A “Untruthfulness consists in
saying or doing anything that gives an erroneous impression either
of one’s own character or of other people’s conduct or the facts and
incidents of life. | say that the highest ideal of truth, is to a large
extent, a western conception. Undoubtedly, truth took a higher
place in the moral codes of the West before it had been similarly
honouredinthe East.”

facafre! @2 FACeItEF Sif¥e ferer | egife Jieetea @i «ifG ¢
“HeR Toifge Iz RE e 12 Siete [KeTd S7iN (@14 FEES (77
(PIC T&F M a1 | ASIPCE e SISl (] (915 | TGO T FIGe]
BRIl (91CeT ARG SFn WA &S ETT 20oR 7RIS Wieiel
G2 FAFEHP G& SEAB FRCO AN | [afrele e Soifge
fRCeT @R (GICH TR Srefers 23TMR0se | Sf<eiry @ SIsicad
b Leras (RNl e | Sk 22| fof fereaon wficeta, o16 et
‘Problems of the Far East’ *[@Silfel FRICAI [0 IR 6ell | el
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ICHIAGIER 5 2300 @ @3 Nkez IR o @72 Aas Teq aws
W. |,7

(ZTTWEAM (N G AT QoA ACC2A - ol Al (F #H10e I
Tl SR KA @il @ (72 FEee | fofd eryeares sifamz =16
Feas  Cfe Tge Al e TR e I wR WYyhTE @
CORNTIRILT | FACS T PG (19 TGOl SRHTTHT 3% Problems of
the Far East’ 980 SIS (F141F 9 ©<# R0 G2 05 Grard 7
BISIESIEESIC R RS SR G Panl

AT SR ST[OAIGIH TG (wF TG €% ‘Problems of the Far
East’ 93039 €3 Oi¢a] 25 903 Gbs Srae a1 2fee (@, 22ha 7w
AR (AT HIEP FR COH T AW (e 2R |

J[eT] G o1 LR WA eTs SIS el G ST SIITof 430e
(AR | Svo8, e (@eie whmers st Biore fofF
foTcafRceT™, “You do not know how terrible the government is
becoming. The Thibet expedition, the new stand about Education,
the division of Bengal, the official Secrets Bill, the Ancient
Monuments - every measure is oppressive and tyrannical, and
aimed at the undermining of the faculty for liberty.”

(+f15)
G AT SERTAIST ol (@R SoRT FATHR SHE=I | (AR
BRI I St sitew AT Moo Soiw foices @ni-a 9303 | @
AT T2 A MG (T (9T RCeTel M1 | @1 FLeae
SICETIS) RECTR W0y Sres {2 AR FOH! 8 THF6 SNCHIET | B!
Toitnd foed Toifge faree TR (A0S A 54T oo @R dig]
(AT A S A | Aol 92 ST Soif2 fRtate |0 (AP
TCIHG €= GANA T G2 SfHCIIT (ol frcafese | aikang f[foiane ofet
QIR ST G LI B2 R ST T AR TTRG ISP PO
1 | @2 fI0a TUItED @R SINAR fOog aF6! 7 HAfRe | TqNoF
LA (0! (ANTATETR oIl ox SIfee=ee BT (IR (51T | SNACET a2

FCEF (T9G N AR IR0 IR FOWI SACHIENCE 2126 FACH o
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JT* FHFICER I3 LOTF G HOIT FRANTH 2/ 73 3R HG 753
gl SIS AL a0 20 A | (NI GO0 BT 17 B (ol
- “I70 A Fowg Wbt Aferiiy ¢ [rarad Sk 960z | 3RE09T A0
ST (X I3, SITS LA (MR 215 (A ITR0 AR AL FACO
A | G I 21T DA BI= BICIF FICZ (ANTLET T2 T© SR,
Ol GG TT I (ANTATER Tog Frafroig ere - @ Tt afsaite
SCET! TGHAIO1e TP FACR | @ AT S G TS “HIaAT | (@A
L GNPt e (MR BRI Tolfge 2 @R St elfefdfa wif
FACS AT S 0 IEwNOT BT (TS (BT | (AT G2 &I
TAC T IR (7 R AW oo Mo g et |
CANTATETR S0 ZCAMRE (AT AT VSN e 206 3T
X[ 8 Z0O AT | g (1T 217 5N BT BITs 7! (AN Sl
FCIRD AT18e 9NBCO (MR SIS (T AT | ([T FRCEATTR (<7 ATH
(NTLACS 41 SiNicald wifg fcafrelid Toig witefee | fafreid o2
S BT 203 A | el Acafee - “EoreE o 3BAleE
zrafe | (72 s @S2t 2eeme Srat fAItaig | SIRred Sealias «4e
TTJ HBITS 203, N FACS 2 SLEISTE O F[JC S {60 (@0 ...
S0 TTORTOIT T2 S0 205 (FIC FT T2 97 - @ 26 Ao
72!, (R OIS {6 M0 Sl [ fhg T2e (2T ¥k 328, Oikie
Aiferel 41at 17

Ol R e TS o qe=y - fof Fi ot Fa0es, FATE
FICg, ©IF Tega IfI57 421 g WEaWe ‘The Task of the National
Movement in India’ 2% | Ftae! W2 @[ ARt @2 A9 e -
“...the real task of the Congress is that of an educational body -
educating its own members in that new mode of thinking and
feeling which constitutes a sense of nationality, educating them in
the habit of prompt and united action, of political trustiness, of
communal open-eyedness; educating itself, finally in the knowledge
of a mutual sympathy that embraces every member of the vast
household which dwells between the Himalayas and Cap Camorin,
between Manipurand the Arabian Sea.

GI9T 5oL G FAFG! FKCE | (I FRCATH DOEW &9 Fe AFCo
22




AR, [5G TS FLATT FINARIR 207 fofe Tofge fore, g
S509-¢ TG FCATT TN 8 GANZINR [T G SNPI {ofeT @g
A (O3 PRI 29 | @ Yo AT [Himel Toifge Awee #Aitaie |
AT 3 roier [rafire] GIL e 2ITae | 716 FCatT Ssd 717
S dob AT Modern Review #faaia tafme! fer<itete - ”We dislike the
terms ‘Moderate and Extremist’. To our thinking there is but one
party in Indian politics and that is the Nationalist party .... The
differences between the two resultant bodies are mere differences
of methods. And these are easily explained. All statesmen have to
determine between rival parties and convictions as to which is, in
their personal opinion, a survival from the past and which is a
prophecy of the future. In the present case, it would be quite
impossible, to our thinking, to be in any doubt on this point.

QIR I K2 SR A0 AR Y& e, TR A0 S
e @SS foet, Ffne fofe ffbzreita 2eer zopz R foter 1)
fofv g6 AT vz 2 fte erafie it S0 2e 26T ¢
G S SN 2+l AR | 4 A0 [RORSIC Sarclay Rz coltoie
e ool RSl | fefrerst (@s-1 R S, Ao
Cllfe ST RS T I FACHA AT -] FARC, O 0
fecafmers el feet | G fo1eaices, « G2 A9 AR - Cansite
C2UFTTT TS FIRRGRICS AT fNrafne! fadt Tt =1 | Tofims 397
i 2P AR RN GRS | g SREsHee Rl
VIR T | S SR (P02 QMO GeAIRETR 437 AT = | &
ARICF CITE TSI (A 02 AL ST, 2RIE (A Fge (Al Ao
A SR | Sl T O WS fewt, s s T e wneE
(QRSI5(G] Wi FACO STSIKEFHS | FHR PIere AICE 07 IO e
ST 98 ST FIOICe | (FRA 92 fHTed et Rice g0a (@red
GF AT | GCed BAIR] FERFD TG TN IS ST A
SRCRBIRITS G R | TG [P 2P SIS 1 | GBB! HIAM Al (AT,
91 T @ PTG 2426 IR | (ZEI BT TR S 2R B 91 @i
IS, FHIFCACH! Ol FCH 02 AE FAC0 | [5G FACA (FICAT T
FACoA 1 | 9] el (TSI 0T T Fotes e |7

23



el Sy GRAFRE TRIT O3 O «iiedl 97 I, g @3
(ST {3 O T2Z7S 1 TR 1, e S0 SB @d ARoigTe i
AT Tee AR Te (2T FoF sfoeel e fze | ©f 2o
Golab e facafreld 9fw a5 @R SIF AR -9 o
RS CEPITTH IS TRCAGRITS A i 20 43 =& e
et

(=)

Aol 43R TR SI1F G (0 S9N 1o 36 et - (i 2o1 ¢ @,
ORISR I3 AHS, WIS SAMGITSI ANCA 9CeT 41 G 12, OIS o=
TR AT, FIo* * PR 6T IR SR AGAeF Az
TATE AFEIE A 341 | o 9 T3 Hred (Review of
Reviews-g3 7<) Si2l(2 fiaimel sTetas [ #ifqsix (ereifere wze
FEF | SNWE ATSTHATS LRI oI Do [=re S gz
SIS 15 FLFNO I (1 (X 7 e (BI04, AT IRICeT (PTesfer
1< {947 212 The Foundations of Indian Culture SII<FICa 2<FIf*® =37 |
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Sister Nivedita in the Reminiscence of Saralabala Sarkar

Dr. Jayashree Sarkar

Abstract :

The present paper is an effort, not a critical approach, of an
individual understanding of Sister Nivedita, her vision of cultural
nationalism, in the reminiscence of her near-contemporary,
Saralabala Sarkar. Her close proximity to Nivedita provides her
readers first-hand details of Nivedita's vision of India, her mission to
perpetuate her preceptor's philosophy in the socio-cultural milieu
of late 19" and early decade of the 20" centuries India, especially
Bengal. Since her first meeting with Nivedita, the relation
culminated into an effective bond thus leaving an everlasting
imprint on Saralabala’s mind.

Saralabala Sarkar (b. 1875) was the granddaughter of Rasasundari
Devi, whose “Aamaar Jeevan” initiates a genre of autobiographical
writings in Bengali; the book very probably the first full — scale
autobiography in Bengali literature. Saralabala's father, Kishorilal
was an established lawyer at Calcutta High Court and 'Tagore Law
Professor' in Calcutta University. Her early education and initiation
into nationalist ' Swadeshi ideals was through her mother, Leelavati
who hailed from the Ghosh family of Amritabazar Patrika
publications.

Growing in a swadeshi environment, she internalized the values
which were further well — defined by the influence of her maternal
uncles and brother, Sarasilal. The spirit was further strengthened by
Nivedita's (b. 1867) infusion of her vision of “Mother India” and love
for the motherland. Her daughter, Nirjharini (b. 1894), a student of
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Nivedita Girl's School, was married to Prafulla Kumar Sarkar, founder
- editor of Anandabazar Patrika. Saralabala was a renowned poet, a
tireless crusader of the oppressed and down — trodden masses,
especially women, an intense empathizer of revolutionary freedom
fighters simultaneously an active participant in Gandhian nationalist
programme.

Just a few days after the death of Nivedita, Saralabala composed a
biography 'Nivedita Jeevan Charit' the first of its kind. Swami
Saradananda wrote the introduction. It was published by
Brahmachari Ganendra NathonJune 1912.

To Saralabala the name 'Nivedita' found its right meaning in Nivedita
— a determind, conscientious personality but self-effacing in
identifying herself with the miseries of oppressed, voiceless millions
overriding her foreign nationality. She used to feel that she had no
other identity than being a member of the order of Sri Sri
Ramakrishna. So she used to sign as 'Nivedita of Ramakrishna
Vivekananda'. She had extreme reverence for Sri Sri Ramakrishna
and her preceptor Swami Vivekananda In the classroom, she told
her students that as she regarded Sri Sri Ramkrishna as 'Jagat Guru'
who belonged to the world, so the world map should be put below
the guru's picture. But to mother Sree Sree Ma, she was like a little
girl. She frequently visited Sree Sree Ma in Baghbazar. On the
auspicious day of Kalipuja on 12" November 1902, amidst sanyasis
and students Sree Sree Ma performed rituals for establishing
Nivedita Girl's School at 17 Bose para Lane. It was a source of divine
inspiration for Nivedita. Nivedita, could not imagine anything
greater than the blessings of Sree Sree Ma for her students. From
the memoir of Prabrajika Bharatiprana of Sri Saradamath, Nivedita
recited a poem composed by Saralabala on the auspicious day when
Sree Sree Ma visited her school.

Saralabala had a burning desire to meet Nivedita. Her wish was
fulfilled when she met Nivedita and Sister Christiana, at the Amrita
Bazaar Patrika office. Nivedita was introduced to Saralabala by Sisir
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Kumar Ghosh in such words that Nivedita had renounced everything
at the feet of God to serve mankind. She was the divine consort of
Lord Krishna. Saralabala and other women were introduced to
Nivedita as women for whose welfare she had sacrificed everything.
The union of the soul that grew continued steadfastly even after
Nivedita left this mortal worldin 1911.

Vivekananda's urge of establishing a school for imparting right
education found its true expressionin Nivedita's school at Bosepara.
Lane. Saralabala perceived that this vision of education was also
reflected in Nivedita's 'The Web of Indian Life' and 'The Master As |
Saw Him.”

To Nivedita, education should be based upon love for the country
and sacrifice. Education should have a responsibility of creating a
successful consciousness about one’s own country within oneself.
This was nothing new but a legacy which had been passed through
generations. Saralabala had noticed that Nivedita designed her
syllabiin that fashion. Nivedita had taught her students how to view
everythingin such ideals. Saralabala opined that mere possession of
eyes did not ensure the proper way to observe things. In one’s own
country, people were continuing an unfruitful existence, oblivious of
their own heritage and past glory. Nivedita through her lectures
could bring out a lively picture of how a person's existence could
become meaningful through the love of one's own country.
Valorisation was there especially of the Rajput historical characters;
Queen Padmini performed the Jahar ritual (self-immolation). But
that was, Nivedita felt, was necessary to create an interest on past
events. Her happiness knew no bounds when her students could
answer correctly regarding questions about their country.
Otherwise she used to feel sorry by uttering how they could be so
indifferent about their country. She hailed such mythological
characters like Gandhari, Sita, Savitri, Damayanti as personifying
truth and sacrifice and regarded them as yardsticks of Indian ideals
of womanhood.
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From little girls to young married women, family mistress as well as
widows, education was imparted according to their wishes.
Language, mathematics, sewing as well as art and crafts were
included in the curricula. Senior girls were often entrusted with the
responsibility of teaching junior girls. Some young dedicated
widows offered their service. Saralabala appreciated an unmarried
woman Sudhira Devi whose motherly affection and thorough
involvement made the school running properly; but her position
was honorary. What appealed to Saralabala was the method
adopted inteaching mathematical calculations—made easy through
indigenous ways. As such, the subject turned out to be a matter of
love for the students.

Nivedita believed that the seeds of Indian spiritualism and
nationalism lay within every branch of Indian art form. With utmost
care, she used to preserve paintings by her students on “Piri” (flat
wooden low sitting stool on the floor), embroidery on cloth,
paintings on paper, earthen plates, threadwork, earthen dolls. She
used to take part with her students in making moulds out of stone
and dried earth. She was delighted when art critic Kumaraswami
appreciated one of the drawings of her student. Here teaching
method and curricula in the school ware not conventional, While
visiting Indian Museum with her students, she was totally moved at
the Buddhist gallery and narrated her students of the past glories.

Long before Mahatma Gandhi's launching of 'charkha' spinning,
Nivedita introduced the programme in her school, around
1907/1908; training to be imparted under the instruction of an
elderly lady 'Charkha ma’. This was not something novel. Earlier in
every household in Bengal, women after finishing their domestic
chores used to spin, even at night. Sometimes the yarn was coarse,
but cloth, wrappers, towels, ceremonial threads were woven out of
them. Before the advent of machine made products, Bengals
cottage industry was the prime source of sustenance for spinners,
weavers, artisans, blacksmiths, potters and even farmers. As such
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Nivedita was very much interested in reviving charkha. She found
that the women of Eastern Bengal were more interested and
proficient in spinning than their western counterparts. Nivedita felt
that the revival of cottage industries would pave the way for
nationalism along with added advantage of doing away with
indolence and luxury while creating an opportunity for mental
upliftment and increase of national property. To substantiate her
views, she used to cite examples from ancient Indian literary works.

Nivedita was pained at the sight of India under British rule. When
Ashwini Kumar Dutta and some other freedom fighters were
released, she was very happy. She decorated her school premises in
a traditional welcoming manner. Her whole expression reflected her
mood. Nivedita identified four trends of ideals, prevalent in the then
society initiated by social reformers, political activists, religious
revivalists as well as those who were perturbed by economic
miseries of the country. Whatever be the guiding principle, Nivedita
felt that prime importance should be given on the unity of all
communities which should be the basis of Indian nationalism. The
revival of nationalist ideal would help infuse a new life —force among
the youths and through them the heart of every Indian.

IS, T, AEHiie A9t w3ife @ TR 2% °t @, FZEt
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Ramananda Chattopadhyay of The Modern Review and Prabasi
remarked in a lecture in the memory of Nivedita that Nivedita's
feelings about India had made Indians rethink that though being
Indians, how less interested they were about their own motherland.
He recalled how Nivedita once expressed her admiration and
respect for the indegenous method adopted for making ‘Amsattva’
(sun-dried mango juice) and ‘Pataligur’ (molasses) by rural folks of
Bengal, through generations, devoid of any institutional training.
While in the West, preservation of fruits in vacuum-sealed bottles
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was done in factories. In the daily household chores of rural women
of Bengal such as in the use of ‘dhenki’ (husking pedal), she could
locate the very heart of this secred land.

Being a woman, Saralabala had remembered Nivedita saying that
reawakening of India would depend on the unfolding and proper
manifestation of Indian women's traditional characteristics. Such a
belief was so strong in Nivedita, that when she established her
school at the opening of the 20" century, she gave this belief optimal
importance.

The society was a witness of Nivedita’s devotion in other areas too.
When plague turned to an epidemic at Calcutta, she used to nurse
the diseased especially in the slums, wholeheatedly and took every
care that proper sanitation was maintained, keeping aside the
warnings that she could have been affected. Actually Nivedita knew
that India, believed in that India and dreamt of that India which had
exhibited indomitable courage and for whom sacrifice was affable.
Thus Saralabala contemplated and uttered, “fatafwel S il
SIS SIPT =1l SN ReTel (FReTelIE T8 ([IL FCAT A2 |7

Saralabala had a richly blessed life of eighty six years, enriched by
her association with Nivedita among others. She expressed her
feelings in Girish Chandra Memorial Lecture in 1953 at Calcutta
University - (04 (2 201, Y% 2R ... @ RO S @ e
TG (oITe, Ol AW SIS 2ol TR 2126 S0 2T, OIRCe SIS (e
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Negation or Absence: An Ontological and
Epistemological Approach from the Viewpoint of Indian
and Western philosophy
Dr. Aditi Bhattacharya

Abstract: In this essay my purpose is to explore the epistemological and
ontological significance of negation or absence in Nyaya and Mimamsa
darshan on the one hand and Jean Paul Sartre's Existential philosophy on
the other. One may wonder why this sort of strange attempt has been
made on my part? Both Nyaya and Mimamsa schools are known as logical
schools of Indian Philosophy who try to establish their viewpoints by
following strict and stringent logic; whereas Existential philosophical
outlook is completely opposite. Existential thinkers and Sartre is not an
exception, want to present their viewpoints mostly by appealing to the
affective aspects of human nature. Their slogan is: Man is no less an
affective/active being than he is a rational agent. In spite of having
completely different outlook in their approaches to philosophical
problems as well as belonging to opposite schools of thoughts there is an
underlying tune of unity in their thoughts regarding the ontological and
epistemological significance of negation.

The famous Bengali poet Bishnu Dey wrote in one of his poems: 'But
emptinessis not emptiness' (‘shunyo tabu shunyo noi'). The inherent truth
which the above mentioned line of the poem reveals is the fact that
emptiness or negation is not sheer negation; it is embedded with
positivity. The philosophical intellect of both East and West captures this
truth and hence the problem of negation plays a very significant role in
philosophy. | would like to approach 'negation' or 'absence' both
ontologically and epistemologically in the light of Indian and Western
Philosophy. My purpose is to find out if there is any point of similarity in
their approaches. As for Indian side of approach | have taken Nyaya-
Vaisesika and Mimamsa School and for Western side of approach | would
like to discuss the Existentialism of Jean Paul Sartre.
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The Nyaya Vaisesika School admits 'Abhaba’ as a separate category or
padartha and thus accepts the ontological status of negation in their
philosophy. As a realistic school, Nyaya holds that the experience of the
'absence' of a thing is as real as the experience of its 'presence’'. Professor
Bimal krishna Matilal, in his article 'Navya-Nyaya: Technical
Developments in the New School since 1300 AD' has pointed out that
Navya Nyaya speaks of two types of negation—absence and difference.
Professor Matilal has discussed in detail the logical implications of these
two types of negation in the total context of determining the character of
Logicin India. As my purpose is different | do not want to go into the logical
jargon of Navya Nyaya view about negation. | shall try to find out the
ontological significance of the two types of negation as pointed out by
Naiyaikas.

The Naiyaikas point out one may either negate the location or occurrence
of a property in a locus or may negate the identity between two things. In
the first case, we actually ascribe the 'absence' of a property in a locus. As
for example, when we say 'there is no pot on the ground' we deny the
existence of the pot on the ground—here the 'ground' is the locus where
the pot is absent. Hence 'absence' means 'A is not in B'. This sort of
'abhaba’ is described by the Naiyaikas as 'Samsargabhaba'. On the other
hand, one may negate the identity between two things. As for example,
when we say ‘cow is not man' we actually deny the identity between 'cow'
and 'man'—'cow' lacks the essence of 'man’ as cow is different from man.
Thus 'difference’ means 'A is not B'. The Naiyaikas describe this sort of
‘abhaba' as 'Anonyabhaba’. This difference between two things signifies
‘absence of property of one thing in the other’, as in the above case, 'the
absence of mannessin cow'.

According to the Nyaya-Vaisesikas, all non-fictitious (real) properties have
their locus in the world. The fictitious properties like, sky-lotus or son of a
barren woman, do not have their locus in this world; they may have their
existence in other possible worlds. We can negate only those properties
which have their locus in this world (whose presence range is non-empty)
and by negating them we get a negative property called 'absence'. The
Naiyaikas believe that fictitious properties cannot be negated as their
presence range is empty. Here the realistic stand of the Naiyaikas is quite
evident. For the Naiyaikas, absence or a negation of a property is as much
real as its presence—it has its place or location somewhere in the world.
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'Absence’ has different kind of reality other than 'presence’ but it is real
among other real entities which constitute our world. The 'absence' as an
item of reality always designates 'something' that exists as 'protiyogin' of
absence. The place, where 'absence' as a kind of reality is located, is
described by the Naiyaikas 'adhikarana' or 'anuyogin' of absence. When
we say 'the potisabsent on the ground' we admit that the absence of pot s
different from ground and has the reality of its own—both the ground or
'adhikarana' and the 'absence of the pot' have real status in the world of
ours.

Let us look at the ontological status of 'negation' in Mimamsa School. The
Prabhakara Mimamsakas do not admit the ontological reality of the
'absence' or 'abhaba’, though they uphold that the fact of the usages of
negative statements cannot be denied. According to the Prabhakaras
absence is nothing but the 'bare' place 'Kevela adhikarana' where it is
located. When it is said that 'the pot is not on the ground' we can very well
account for this negative usages by the 'bare ground' without postulating
the existence of any real entity like 'absence of pot'. The interesting thing
is: the Prabhakaras do not say that the substitute of the 'abhaba of pot'is
‘the place’, but the 'bare place'. This implies that the place is not without
qualification, but qualified by the absence of the pot which the
Prabhakaras deny to admit. The Bhatta Mimamsakas, another school of
the Mimamsakas, on the other hand, admit the ontological reality of
negation or absence. They uphold that we cannot deny the existence of
negation as we encounter negation in this world of ours. And in this sense
their status is rather close to their philosophical antagonists, the
Naiyayikas, rather than to the Prabhakaras who belong to the same
philosophical fold. But the Bhattas disagree with the Naiyayikas regarding
the way negation can be cognized.

Now we will discuss the epistemological status of negation or absence
both in the philosophy of Nyaya and Mimamsa School. How do we know
negation? The Naiyaikas opine that negation or abhava can be cognized by
the same instrument by which we cognize the presence of a thing. They
point out both positive and negative properties can be known by
perception, though they admit that a special kind of contact (sannikarsa) is
needed for the perception of absence or abhaba. When we perceive
something our eyes come in contact with the object of our perception. For
the perception of abhaba, we require special type of contact and that is
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named by the Naiyaikas as 'Visesana-Visesya bhava sannikarsa' (relation of
character- and-characterized). The Naiyayikas claim that in our perception
of the absence of the pot on the ground the non-existence of the pot is
connected with the eye by the relation of 'character- and- characterized'
and the characterized ground is conjoined with the eye. Thus in our
perceptual judgment 'there is no pot on the ground' the non-existence of
potisadjectival to the ground; 'ghatabhava vishista bhutala'--- 'the ground
is characterized by the absence of the pot'. We can also observe the
negation of the pot as a 'visesya' or noun. As for example, we may say
'‘bhutale ghatabhaba'--- 'there isabsence of pot in the ground'.

The Prabhakaras, as we have already noted, do not admit the separate
ontological status of abhaba so they account for the epistemological usage
of the negative statements like 'the pot is not on the ground' by the
perception of 'bare ground'. The Naiyaikas has raised objection against
this view by pointing out that the perception of the 'bare ground' is
nothing but the 'nature' of the ground itself. The perception of the
difference between 'bare ground'and 'ground' can be intelligible only if we
postulate the reality of 'abhaba’. But the prabhakaras decline to accept
this point. The dispute between the Naiyaikas and the Bhattas regarding
the cognition of abhaba is well known in the history of Indian Philosophy.
The Bhattas hold that abhaba cannot be known by the same pramanas by
which bhaba padarthas can be known. They point out we cannot cognize
abhaba by perception. In order to cognize abhaba the Bhattas admit a
separate pramana, called 'anupalabdhi' or 'non-perception'. This view of
the Bhattas is shared by the Vedantins who also opine that abhaba can be
cognized by anupalabdhi. According to Bhattas and Vedantins when all
conditions of the perception of the pot are present, and yet the pot is not
perceived, in that case anupalabdhi or non-perception would lead to the
true cognition of the absence of pot. In our cognition of the absence of pot
on the ground all the conditions of perception, like, sufficient light, the
visionary organ etc. are present except the contact between eye and the
pot because here the potis absent. The Bhattas demand that in case of the
cognition of the 'absence of the pot' anupalabdhi or non-perceptionis the
'extraordinary cause' whereas the perception is the 'ordinary cause'. The
Naiyaikas, on the other hand, point out that the thing is other way round.
When we apprehend the 'absence of the pot on the ground' our
perception acts as the 'extra-ordinary cause' and non-perception acts as

86



the 'ordinary cause'. Moreover, the Naiyaikas argue that anupaladhi or
non-perception is nothing but 'absence of perception'—hence there is no
need to speak of non-perception as a separate means of cognition for the
knowledge of absence or abhaba.

Now we can turn our eyes to the Western approach of the problem of
negation. | have already mentioned in the beginning of my article that |
would like to approach the problem from the Existentialist philosophy of
Jean Paul Sartre. In the Existentialist Philosophy, especially in the
philosophy of Sartre, the problem of negation plays a very important role.
Sartre, in his famous book 'The Psychology of Imagination’ points out that
the negation or absence of an object can be apprehended by the
imaginative faculty of the mind. In imagination human consciousness
posits a 'hypothesis of unreality'—here consciousness, in relation to the
whole of reality, is able to form and posit objects characterizing by a
certain trait of nothingness. Sartre holds that like perception imagination
also posits an object but it does not posit an existing object. Imagination
posits its object in four different ways--- it does posit its object either as
'non-existent', or as 'absent’, or as 'existing elsewhere' or 'it does not posit
its object as existing'. In all these four cases our positional act is negative.
When | imagine a friend of mine who is not present here and now before
me, my consciousness surely posits an object who can otherwise be seen,
touched or heard by me if | did sensorily experience him; but here | am
conscious of the fact that he who can be so sensorily experienced by me is
not being actually experienced by me. Here | intuit my friend because |
immediately apprehend him in my imagination yet | do not intuit him as
present, but as absent. Imagination, actually in Sartre's language, is not
‘non-intuitive' but 'intuitive-absent'.

Sartre points out that objects of imagination are completely different from
the objects of perception. In perception we posit an object positively
which exists for the perceiver at a definite point of time, while in
imagination we undoubtedly posit an object but we posit it negatively.
Here itis to be noted that by pointing out this distinction Sartre has given a
blow to the belief of David Hume who declares that images (objects of
imagination) are mere faint representations of the sensations and the
objects of the image are in the image. Sartre has criticized this belief of
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Hume by calling it 'an illusion of immanence' and has shown that both in
perception and imagination the object exists outside my consciousness;
here the phenomenological stand of Sartre is evident. From the
phenomenological point of view consciousness is object-oriented
whetheritis perceptual orimaginative consciousness and the object exists
‘out-there', i.e. outside consciousness. The only difference that exists
between perceptual and imaginative consciousness is that in perception
my consciousness does encounter the object as existing but when |
imagine | encounter the object as absent or non-existent.

From the above discussion it is evident that Sartre has accepted the
ontological reality of negative entities. He accepts the fact that in our
world of reality there are both positive and negative entities—the
'absence' of Peter is as 'real' to me as his '‘presence'. And here his stand is
comparable to the stand of Naiyayikas and Bhattas. The Naiyaikas think, as
has already been discussed by me, we can negate only the non-fictitious
properties which have their locus in this world of ours. But here Sartre
differs from the Naiyaikas, he thinks that we can as well negate the so-
called fictitious properties. As Sartre upholds that it is by the faculty of
imagination we posit the absence of an entity, he has the freedom to
include both the non-fictitious and the fictitious entity in his ontology.
Imaginative consciousness posits its object as non-existing or as absent;
hence | can posit the 'absence' of my friend Peter (who is/was present
somewhere in the real world) as well as the 'non-existence' of the centaur
(whichisinthe fictitious world) in my imagination.

Here it is to be noted that for the cognition of absence or negation Sartre
has spoken of a faculty which has not been accepted as a cognitive faculty
in Indian philosophy. Imagination cannot be a 'prasidha pramana’' from the
point of view of Indian Philosophy .It is thought that imagination or
'Kalpana' is something which destroys the purity of knowledge or Prama.
All schools of Indian Philosophy share the same view. In classical Western
philosophy also the faculty of imagination has not been recognized as true
cognitive faculty. 'Experience' and 'reason' are, according to them two
main cognitive faculties and 'intuitive' faculty has been accepted as the
highest faculty of mind. Intuition is something 'beyond reason' --- it
surpasses reason by accepting the limitation of reason as a faculty of
cognition. It is Hume who first recognizes the role of the faculty of
'imagination in our knowledge but his view of imagination as 'faint

88



representation' of perception does not impart any separate
epistemological value to imaginative faculty. Kant speaks of 'imagination’
as the highest faculty of mind but here imagination is equivalent to
intuition.

In contemporary Western Philosophy, especially in Existential Philosophy
a special emphasis has been given on imagination as a separate cognitive
faculty .Psychological analysis has shown us that there are three faculties
of the mind---thinking, feeling and willing and thinking faculty has so far
been emphasized by the philosophers as the cognitive faculty. It is the
credit of the existentialists to point out the important role of the faculty of
feeling in our knowledge situation and by this they have expanded our
cognitive field. Soren Kierkegaard, the famous Existentialist thinker, has
repeatedly shown when reason fails how we take resort to feeling as one of
our necessary instrument of knowledge. Imagination, as a faculty of
feeling, plays a very important role in Sartre's philosophy and he accepts it
as a cognitive faculty through which we apprehend non-existing or absent
things. In this point Sartre's viewpoint differs from the Nyaiaikas as well as
from the Bhatta Mimamsakas. Sartre points out that neither perception
nor non-perception can make us aware of the non-existence or absence of
anything, imagination alone can help us in this respect. In 'Being and
Nothingness' Sartre points out our perception is strictly related to the
given. Perceiving consciousness can in no way go beyond the given
materials; it cannot transcend the stern reality. In imagination alone our
consciousness goes beyond the limits of the given materials. It is marked
by spontaneity—it is through and through active and creative. As the
positional act of imagination is negative it can posit the non-existent things
of this world and all other possible worlds.

Let us see how Sartre would explain the cognition of the negative fact 'the
potisnotonthe ground'. Sartre would say non-existence or absence of pot
on the ground cannot be perceived as perception can posit only the
positive entity. Our perceptual experience cannot identify the difference
between 'the ground where there is no pot' and the 'ground' itself---for
our perceptual experience both phenomena are identical. The imaginative
consciousness, Sartre would point out, can alone capture the said
difference. The person, who searches for the pot and imagines/expects it
to be there in the definite place on the ground, alone, can encounter 'the
absence of the pot' as an ontological reality. Naiyaikas, as we have seen,
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have criticized the Prabhakaras by saying that 'bareness of the ground'
(bare of the pot) cannot be intelligible unless we admit the objectivity of
'the absence of pot'. Sartre would definitely agree with the Naiyaikas
regarding this point. But he would say that this 'absence of pot on the
ground' can be encountered only by the faculty of imagination—in
perception we encounter the ground only but our imaginative faculty
reveals before us that the pot which we expected to be on the ground is
not existing there. Sartre would want to emphasize the fact that the
cognition of non-existent or absent object (in this case absence of pot on
the ground) is a conditioned cognition, conditioned by the imagination/
expectation of the person who seeks for the object (pot) in a particular
place (ground) at a particular point of time. | think Naiyaikas, as realist,
had similar thought in their mind when they accepted the objectivity of
the absence of pot and made a difference between 'ground' and 'ground
qualified with the absence of ground'; though they did not recognize an
alternative faculty of the mind for the cognition of the phenomenon of
'absence or negation.' Here | would like to point out that the Yoga school of
Indian philosophy has spoken of 'vikalpa britti' for cognizing abhaba or
negation. Like Prabhakaras the Yoga philosophers uphold that abhaba is
'adhikaranswarup', i.e. identical with its locus but they hold that through
our 'vikalpa britti' we feel or intend the absence of the thing in the locus. As
for example, when we say 'Purusha (Absolute Being) is characterized by
absence of being born', we feel that there is a character- characterized
(dharma-dharmibhaba) relation between Purusha and absence of being
born. Here we want to intend that the character of being born is absent in
Purusha. Similarly when we say 'the pot is not on the ground' what we
want to intend is that the ground is characterized by absence of pot. It is
through our vikalpa britti the absence of pot is revealed to us. Thus the
Yoga philosophers also want to make a difference between the 'bare
ground' and 'the ground characterized by the absence of pot' which we
cognize through vikalpa britti.

On the basis of the above discussion we perceive that both in the Nyaya
and Existential philosophy of Sartre the ontological significance of the
'presence’ of a thing becomes meaningful only against the background of
its possible 'absence' or 'negation'. 'The pot is on the ground' is
ontologically significant as there is every possibility of its not being on the
ground. Epistemologically also one cannot deny the significance of the
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cognition of 'non-being' or 'absence' of a thing—whenever one
encounters the absence of a thing on its locus one becomes aware of the
difference between the locus qualified with the 'presence' of the thing and
the locus qualified with the 'absence' of the thing. But disagreement
among them starts, as we have already seen, regarding the cognition of
negation. The stringent logical atmosphere of Indian philosophical
thought does not allow the Realist Naiyaika to accept any tool of cognition
other than the 'prasiddha pramanas' and he has to stick to perceptual
faculty for cognizing negation. It seems to me that in this respect the
traditional Rationalists and Empiricist Western thinkers would agree with
the Nyaya School rather than with the Existentialist approach. But the
novelty of the Existentialist approach lies in devising a separate tool for
cognizing negation -- in order to posit/ cognize negation we need some
cognizing tool different from perception. When | look for Peter in the
Library and discover his absence there what | actually perceive is 'the
particular chair and table where Peter likes to seat'. Peter's absence is a
reality to me who imagines or expects him to be there--- hence in relation
to my imaginative consciousness his absence is revealed to me. As we are
used to believe that the thinking part of our mind plays vital role in the
process of cognition it becomes difficult for us to accept other possibilities.
Sartre has shown us an alternative way and here lays his uniqueness.
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Translating Imagination: The Poetics of Transnational
Geo-politics in Amitav Ghosh's novel The Hungry Tide
Debolina Byaborto

'The word 'translation' comes, etymologically, from the Latin for
'bearing across'. Having been borne across the world, we are
translated men. It is normally supposed that something always gets
lost in translation; | cling to the notion that something can also be
gained'.

( Rushdie, Imaginary Homelands: Essays and Criticism 1981-1991:
http://philosophy.ucsc.edu/new-events/colloquia-conferences/
Rushdie 1992 Imaginary Homelands. pdf)

The poetics of nation in keeping with the notion of being a
sacrosanct entity conforms to the politics of difference. The
articulation of such difference in the context of the operative
principles of politically informed social institutions necessitate in
the legitimization of certain abstract constructs like human identity,
issues related to partition of lands, drive towards the concretization
of cultural root and so forth. This very drive towards concretization
of the chain of abstract emotive significations eventually leads to
the weaving of a thread in the form of national belonging along with
its indispensable tie up with a ‘community'. But the fixed 'objective
reality' that the virtual meaning of community claims for, persists
with the pluralistic discourse involving the subjective imagination(s)
of the individuals who belong to the same. The question of
imagination not only brings into consideration the matter of
belongingness but also takes into account the questions of culture,
institutional religion, constitutional law and its violation , language
and so forth that used to translate ones nationalistic imagination,
conception of root, historical experience, customs and so forth.
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Because for Benedict Anderson as he records in Imagined
Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism,
'nationality, or, as one might prefer to put it in view of that word's
multiple significations, nation-ness, as well as nationalism, are
cultural artefacts of a particular kind' (Anderson 4). Thus human
identity placed in the geo-political cartography becomes a point of
pluralistic discourse, a question of looked-at-ness and above all a
matter of subjective interpretation based on the fact of
interdependence or relativity. Therefore, this national
belongingness as an inseparable part of 'nationalism' / 'nationalistic
discourse' owing to its empirical nature becomes a subject of study
that includes human individuals as objects of representation in the
same. Benedict Anderson in his Imagined Communities: Reflections
on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism asserts that ' historical
reach' and ' theoretical power' of the subject of nationalism itself
being theorised through the stylish narrative(s) of the authors
through the ages claims for the involvement of the stream of culture
studies in it. Anderson asserts such prolonged theorization ' has
developed an extraordinary proliferation of historical, literary ,
anthropological, sociological, feminist, and other studies linking the
objects of these fields of enquiry to nationalism and nation' (
Anderson xii).

Therefore such inclusion/exclusion drive inherent in the very
practice of nationalism in order to be geographically sound
incorporates the technical measurement of the cartography of
'nation' in the forms of what Anderson calls '‘Census, Map and
Museum' and so forth ( Anderson xiv). This geographical mappingin
the orientalist world runs in keeping with simultaneity with the
suggested standard of the 'undisturbed' ' Eurocentric parochialism'
that stands as the godfather to the grammar of the nationalism
having its belonging to the colonised world. And as the historical
record suggests, the articulation of such familiarities of separation
in the nineteenth century engenders a dialectical reading of the
stand of an individual in respect to its geo-cultural and political
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'‘other'. What remains politically correct, however, is the
consequent transaction of nationalist imagination with politically
charged suppression of the individuals who live through them. This
prolonged and repetitive act of suppression not only strangles the
voice announcing individuality but also sends into oblivion at times
the whole narrative tradition of communities that according to
Anderson 'are to be distinguished not by the falsity/ genuineness,
but by the style in which they are imagined' and its inhabitants who
used to define itself through the same ( Anderson 6). The narrative
tradition thus becomes the objectified antique 'real' yet to be
acknowledged in the supposedly universal cum occidental mode of
standardization leading the living state of a community to an
objectified invisible and inferior reality. In this way 'nation' which in
Anderson's words is an ‘artefact entangled with emotional
legitimacy' tends to exist in the constructed verbal definition given
by the nationalist theorists who again remain 'perplexed' by certain
societal 'paradoxes'. Andersonsums up :

(1) The objective modernity to the historian's eye vs. their subjective
antiquity in the eyes of nationalists. (2) The formal universality of
nationality as a socio-cultural concept-in the modern world
everywhere can, should, will ‘have' a nationality, as he or she 'has' a
gender- vs. the irremediable particularity of its concrete
manifestations, such that, by definition, 'Greek' nationality is sui
generis. (3) The 'political' power of nationalisms vs. their
philosophical poverty and evenincoherence (Anderson 5).

Therefore the perplexity emerging from the underlying paradoxes
inherent in the very concept of 'nationalism' necessitates in the fiery
propagation of certain nationalist thinkers as great Hobbes,
Tocquevilles, Marx, or Webers which according to Anderson ,
nationalist discourses among as many isms lack. This very lack in
reality forms an essential vulnerability a 'neurosis' at the very
juncture of the translation of nationalist imagination of the
individual into suitable narrative discourse(s). Being caught in the
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vortex of what Anderson calls 'political ideology' and 'cultural
system' one particular community exists as the Conradian 'heart of
darkness' or as a utopian dream dreamt by a historical materialist
along with its narrative(s) written by the unknown and virtually
illiterate 'other' waiting for the merciful and subjective reading of
the culturally sound theorists.

The fictional narratives of Amitav Ghosh are punctuated by such
issues related to the discourse of 'nationalism'. They are often
marked with journeys, visits and human movements across time
and space. Being informed by the cultural matrix and political
perplexity related to the discourses of nationalism, the characters
that people the fictional reconstructs of Ghosh along with their
respective cultural and political consciousness happen to live and
uphold the emotive practices lingering with the langue of the
'imagined community' i.e. the nation. But the author's tireless
journey through disparate geographical locales makes him able to
use his imagination with precision. His habit of delving deep into
history helps in the construction of his hybrid narrative to hold a
vision of the unified character of the world. His writingsattempts to
highlight the negative aspects of nationalism and nation-states,
their artificial and imagined nature especially in contemporary
times, and focuses towards a priory indivisible character of the
world. This is precisely in this context that Amitav Ghosh's The
Hungry Tide as a translated artefact of his romantic imagination in
the form of the fictional reconstruct becomes a documentation of
the discursive dichotomy of the East-West theme. The
metanarrative of the novel runs through the stream of the narrative
of a utopian dream consisting of the tidy peripheral landscape of the
tiny island, its labyrinthine waterways i.e. Sundarbans and the
congenital written narratives of a few emotionally unsound stories
of the people who happen to spend their lives either by catching
fish, counting every singlemovements of the crabs or by competing
with the arrogant waterways. The novel thus becomes a spectacle of
what John C. Howle suggests in his book Amitav Ghosh: An
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Introduction, 'vexing nature of national borders' (Hawley 131). He
goes on to point out '...just as the natural tides of the area tend to
obliterate the sense of permanent division between land and sea,
Ghosh's characters gradually learn to recognise the transient nature
of the divisions between individuals of 'whatever class' ( Hawley
132). The 'precarious existence' as Sarika Prasad Auradkar in his
book Amitav Ghosh: A Critical Study suggests, the villages seek
sustenance from the congenial wiped out borders of the land and
the sea that promises to erase the constitutional borders among
nations or humans irrespective of class, caste, culture , gender and
soforth. Its geographical setting suggests Hywel Dix in his article

"'You and Your Stories!' : Narrating the Histories of the Dispossessed
in Amitav Ghosh's The Hungry Tide and Salman Rushdie's Midnight's
Children'','Itisin fact a zone of several different kinds of interaction,
a zone of contact between different cultural, national, ethnic,
linguistic and religious communities' (Dix 127). The survival strategy
of the residents and the eco-critico-logical environmental balance of
the geographical space remain dynamic and interdependent with
respect to the invented tradition of the land itself keeping a vow to
provide the civilizational 'self' with the spectacle of a modern world.
AsGhoshrecords:

'In our legends it is said that the goddess Ganga's descent from the
heavens would have split the earth had Lord Shiva not tamed her
torrent by tying it into his locks. To hear this story is to see the riverin
acertainway':asaheavenly braid, forinstance, animmense rope of
water, unfurling through a wide and thirsty plain' (Ghosh 6) .

Amid the great traditions formed by the dynamism of rivers grand
and great, benevolent and holy, the fictional landscape of Ghosh
happens to find the islanders to inhabit his fictional narrative
tradition. The residence of the islanders is identified as the trailing
traders of the nation's fabric, the unglamorous ragged fringe of her
sari, the ancholthat follows her half wetted by the sea. The swirl of
water penetrates into the long stretches of the land and carries the
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natural whisper and the rumours of the land and the forest that it
nourishes on its own lap. Thus the body politic of the landscape is
fabricated by the underlying confluence between land and water
that the inhabitants used to call in the name of ' Mohona', a
seductive word, 'wrapped in many layers of beguilement' (Ghosh 6-
7). The land with its seemingly beguiling appearance as a
geographical entry unpacks its eco-critical beauty that in a way
becomes a part and parcel of the process of what Anderson calls
'invention of tradition' invented by the very wilderness, flapping
waves of water and by the very essence that leaves the island on its
own as a land without history. Ghosh thus records the oft sounding :

'...the "Sundarban", which names " the beautiful forest". There are
some who believe the word to be driven from the name of common
species of mangrove — the sundaritree, Heriteria minor. But the
word's origin is easier to account for than is its present prevalence,
for in the record books of the Mughal emperors this region is not
named in reference to a tree but to a tide- bhati. And to the
inhabitants of the islands this land is known as bhatirdesh- the tide
country except that bhatiis not just the tide in particular, the ebb —
tide, the bhata . Thisis aland half submerged at high tide : itisonlyin
falling that the water gives birth to the forest. To look upon this
strange parturition, mid-waved by the moon, is to know why the
name "tide country" is notjust right but necessary ' (Ghosh 8).

So far as the significance of the name is concerned this land of
necessity forms its grand narrative, an epic for its own description
under the spell of which people used to live. This epic is formed not
merely by invention but by the power of internalised faith in the
abstract belief that eventually becomes the religious ideology as a
way of living life. This umbrella of epic originates from the ritualistic
practice of holding and propagating belief in the epic of 'Bon Bibi'
'the goddess of the forest' and further as Ghosh records in 'these
parts, people believe she rules over all the animals of the jungle "
(Ghosh 28). For this 'crocodiles and other animals do her bidding'
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(Ghosh 102). Therefore, the village people although reside at the far
distance from the syncopated paws of constructed buildings or from
the affect of simultaneity or 'apprehension of time' appropriated by
the print capitalism in the forms of newspaper and the like remain
able to construct the 'shrine' of Bon Bibi ' outside the houses here' (
Ghosh 102). The shrine of Bon Bibi stands as what Anderson calls the
" symbols of nationalism' in contrast to the ingredients of ' modern
culture of nationalism' in the figure of 'cenotaphs and tombs of
Unknown Soldiers' ( Anderson 9). Even the meta-theatrical
performance arranged by the villagers at the cost of their golden
time of arranging their sustenance by accumulating themselves
together in large number waiting open-eyed with spellbinding
expectation for the performance of the mythical tradition at times
qualifies the great tradition of the metropolitan imagination of
nation. So hypnotic is their faith in the myth of Bon Bibi that even
sometimesit pressurises a materialist teacher cum social activist like
Nirmal sailing on board in the month of mid-January towards a
geographical entry called Garjontola to take a part in the ritualistic
practice of paying homage to the shrine of Bon Bibi, once
established by a simple girl like Kusum's father. His curious journey
towards the religious belief of others which for him is a mere 'false
consciousness'( Ghosh 222) in a way becomes the formative process
of the transformation of his conception to a poetic faith in the some
black weird animal or at the 'glimpse of a small, triangular fin' of it as
the messenger of Bon Bibi ( Ghosh 235). And hence is the learned
materialist's defeat as a representative of the collective body of the
society in front of the simple and spiritual belief of the girl, Kusum
from the westernisland of Bengal. The matter of fact is such spiritual
belief that persists among the villagers as the undisturbed faith
carries a note of hybrid religiosity. Because the manifestation of the
myth of the demon King and Bon Bibi that the muse of the
bhatirdesh as ' the saviour of the weak and a mother of mercy to the
poor' ( Ghosh 104) reflects has its root or background in the world of
Arabia and holds strongIslamicinfluence. Ghosh records:
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The setting was Medina, one of the holiest in Islam; here lived a man
called Ibrahim, a childless but pious Muslim who led the austere life
of a Sufi fagir. Through the intervention of the archangel Gabriel,
Ibrahim became the father of blessed twins, Bon Bibi and Shah
Jangoli. When the twins came of age , the arch angel brought them
word that they had been chosen for a divine mission : they were to
travel from Arabia to 'the country of eighteen tides' -
atherobhatirdesh - in order to make it fit for human habitation. Thus
charged, Bon Bibi and SahJongoli set off for the mangrove forests of
Bengal dressed in the simple robes of Sufi Mendicants ( Ghosh 103).

Thus the law giver of the tide country who punishes the personified
abstractions like Dhona and saves helpless victims like Dukhey rings
with religious hybridity. This religious hybridity eventually forms a
religious community in the BhatirDesh where the song of invocation
of the goddess of mercy reverberates with the hymenal azan, the
Muslim call to prayer' (Ghosh 103). Such hybrid hymnal symphony in
Anderson's terms as medium of 'religious imagining' becomes an
inseparable part of the 'nationalistic imagining' of the island
(Anderson 9). Thus the performative of the myth and its harmless
propagation in the 'country of eighteen tides' stand as threat to the
barbed wires of difference that the institutional religion as one of
the dominant practices of nationalist discourse suggests to keep
(Ghosh 103). Thus the socio-cultural boundary, political soundness,
economical preserve have been put into question in a domain
where the boundary of differentiation gets blurred by the whirls of
water amidst the tiny and tidy archipelago.

Amidst such domain of blurred region the traveller self of Kanai Dutt
a forty-two-year professional translator as representative of the
modern world with all the preoccupations of the does and don'ts of
civilization enters with the job of excavating a meta-discourse
recorded by a liberal humanist. Heading towards Canning at the
summons of his aunt the very first appearance of lively Kanai along
with 'a wheeled airline bag with a telescope handle' standing with
an air of quiet certainty, an indication of a well-grounded belief in
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his ability to prevail, in most circumstances' accentuates his stance
of being an 'outsider' against the very setting (Ghosh 4). His
'metropolitan affluence and middle-aged propensity' get reflected
through his instrumental sunglasses , corduroy trousers and suede
shoes' and so forth that perhaps do not go with the cosmopolitan
setting that he heads towards. His primary interaction with Piya as a
stranger in the train compartment displays his compartmentalised
polished etiquettes and reflects his attempt to behave 'well' with
the Indo-American gestures of the feminine entry of Piyali Roy who
roams around him. Having internalised the feeling of being an
'other' his alienated self seeks for a comrade. Therefore an effortless
note of invitation on his part towards Piya comes out, 'Come. I'm
inviting you. Your company will lighten the burden of my exile'
(Ghosh 13). His very mimicking pronunciation i.e. 'saar' as the
villagers used to address his uncle Nirmal owing to his professional
identity of being a school teacher hat Kanai refers to while talking
about him in front of Piya in a way refers to his preserved snobbery
towards the unpolished accents of the dwellers. His outlandish
attitude therefore appears as a mere continuation of the one that he
used to practise during his childhood days with the belief of being
wise even than that of his teachers. And the consequent
punishment that he receives in the mode of being rusticated to this
tide country becomes a mere antique experience for him and
nothing else. This preserved snobbery of the standardised world of
New Delhi that organizes his intellect makes him an expert from his
very childhood days in forming this imagination towards the land of
the 'other'. And therefore during his primary visit to Canning he
expresses his wonderstruck attitude towards enquiring about the
possibility of the existence of a good number of people in the land.
Therefore, his unhesitating exclamation thrown at Nirmal emerges
'‘But there are so many people here!' Here in this regard the
defensive expression of Nirmal and the respective conversation
between the two, flashes light on the imagination of the supposed
'self' regarding a nation of the other which always already gets
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punctuated by the colourful stories that attempt to transform the
discourse of demarcation in to reality. Here the gesture of Kanai
shows affinity with the occidental notion 'of exploring the non-
European world' with the intention of widening the boundary of the
horizon of Europe ( Anderson 13). Here in this regard his arrival in
the tide country is in a way a strategy of widening the horizon of his
experience by reading a country so far unexplored. Ghosh records
the questions of Kanai:

Nirmal had smiled in surprise: What did you expect? Ajungle?
‘Yes’

It's only in films, you know, that jungles are empty of people. Here
there are places that are as crowded as any Kolkata bazaar. And on
some of the rivers you'll find more boats than there are trucks on the
Grand Tank Road (Ganga 17).

Kanai's occasional flashback to the events of 1970, be it his boasting
gestures to prove himself as a polyglot or that act of stumbling
against Nirmal at College Street and the consequent cordial
exchange with him while having the display of 'the translation of
Francois Bernier's Travels in the Mughal Empire rather display the
evidence of his arrogance announcing the power of his strong
memory than making any remarkable transformation in the
narrative that he gives vent to ( Ghosh 18). Here in this regard the
simultaneity of past becomes 'homogenous empty time' in the
words of Anderson, being measured by clock and calendar
(Anderson 24). This is perhaps this spell of memory that makes him
give though a constricted response to the heartiest cry of Nilima,
his aunt, through the medium of telephone from Goshaba, a village
near Lusybari of course far away from the 'flat in New Delhi's
Chittaranjan Park' where Kanai used to reside at (Ghosh 18).
However, the cordial cry, Kanai re? (Ghosh 18) made on the part of
persistent and childless Nilima for whom Kanai exists as 'her closest
relative' (Ghosh 19) makes him keep himself ignorant from the call
of his root no more. And it is under the spell of such repetitive
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insistence to excavate the written narrative by Nirmal and not the
mere emotional cry that insists him make 'arrangement' to spend a
few days in 'exile' by putting aside somehow his growing attachment
with the Odissi dancer . In the comparative study of bonds between
the two, the case of the Odissi dancer proves to be a priority for
which he can beg of 'foramonth or of two' time span to put aside the
call. Ghosh records such in-between uncomfortable feelings thus,
"To interrupt the natural trajectory of that relationship would have
been a considerable sacrifice and he was glad he was not going to be
thattest (Ghosh 21). Such excuse comesin his way very naturally as:

Kanai was the founder and chief executive of a small but thriving
business. He ran a bureau of translators and interpreters that
specialized in serving the expatriate communities of New Delhi:
foreign diplomats, aid workers, charitable organization in the city,
the services of Kanai's agency were hugely in demand. This meant its
employees were all over-worked — none so than Kanai himself"
(Ghosh 20). This is perhaps his professional dealings with foreign
diplomats and experts that determine his narrative with the tinges
of modern nationalism where the undeniable heartiest cry like
Nilima's 'Kanai-re' survives although with the faint appeal in the
traveller's thought and feeling. It is his bold professionalism
punctuated by all those formal outpourings that make him
introduce Nilima in front of his contacts that cause the very
impossibility for him to turn the request made on the part of her.
And his unselfconscious self introduces Nilima as a figure 'who had
made great sacrifice in the public interest , as a figure who was
thrown back to an earlier era when people of means and education
were less narrow, less selfish than now' ( Ghosh 21). This is perhaps
the fear of having tinges of uncompromising characteristics that
used to haunt his narrative. The sound professionalism and his craze
for exoticism that make him gaze at Piyali Roy during the train ride
with special reference to her short hair and the like reflecting the
image of Indo-American girl whose parents now reside in Seattle
and she herself a research scholar pursues with her research
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endeavour on marine mammals i.e. 'dolphin and such like' come to
the fore. (Ghosh 22). Therefore unhesitatingly he identifies her to be
'an interesting woman' (Ghosh 22). And more specifically the
glamour of her very presence remains undisturbed in his eyes as he
takes herto be'An American' (Ghosh 22).

But the thick wrapper of modern world sometimes gets hampered
by the very nostalgia that peeps through. And under the spell of this
he makes honest confession of his way through Canning as it makes
him recollect the flapping wings of the bird that still attracts his
imaginary garden which he still remains unable to deny. Itis memory
alone that provides Kanai with the fertile ground with the possibility
torollup the Geographical map as the launch that he boards with his
aunt Nilima reaches Lusibari. The romantic fantasia he pinesfor:

The tide was running low when the Trust's launch brought Kanaiand
Nilima to Lusibari and this seem to augment the height of the tall
embankment that ringed the land: from the water nothing could be
seen of what lay on the far sides. But on climbing the earth Kanai
found himself looking down on Lusibary village and suddenly it was
as if his memory had rolled out as a map so that the whole island lay
spread out before his eyes (Ghosh 36)

Such rolling mat of memory reminds him of the school and more
specifically of the verandas established in 1938 ie. Sir Daniel
Hamilton School or that of the lanes with the bustling aroma of
Jilipies and so forth. Such nostalgia in reality reverberates with the
nostalgic cry of Tham'ma in Amitav Ghosh's The Shadow Lines and
her search for the undivided lanes of Dhaka or that of Kana Babu's
shop that used to remind her of the undivided memory of her
'home'. She asserts ' But where's Dhaka? Or where's Kana-babu's
shop?' (Ghosh 206). Even then so powerful proves to be the myth of
Bon Bibi that Kanai draws a comparison between the shows
displayed at the Academy of Fine Arts or that of cinema halls like
Globe that used to quench the thirst of entertainment of the
inhabitants of the civil society. In a way the spectacle of such rustic
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carnival of 'tiger-goddess' (Ghosh 102) that chooses its setting 'in a
city in Arabia' and the 'backdrop' being 'painted with mosques and
minarets' (Ghosh 103) instead of displaying the setting of the very
beginning of the dramatic performance either 'in the heavens or on
the banks of the Ganges' like the mythological tales' (Ghosh 102)
keeps him wonderstruck and happens to have a take on the
intellectual string of his thoughtful mind. And this is perhaps the
very unfamiliarity related to the setting that keeps on lingering with
his mental landscape and provides him with the impetus of
rethinking the narrative of the rustic woman, i.e. Fakir's wife Moyna
in the urbanised sympathetic manner. Therefore his primary gaze at
Moyna as personified rustic sensuousness with her 'dark and silky'
complexion, 'her raven black hair shone with oil' emphasized by the
'kajol spilled over the rims of her eyes' get comparatively
insignificant one in front of her amazing professional skill
performing her duty as a trained nurse in the hospital at Lusibari.
The very possibility of her articulate performance and at the same
time hertenacity of keeping the identity of being the illiterate Fokir's
wife being thoroughly a talented woman make him think of the
possibility of the changed worldview of the inhabitants of Lusibari.
Therefore the organizing principle of his narrative sums up the way
his memory and experience are reconsidered through the arena of
reconciliation:

It was astonishing to think of how much had changed in the tide
country since his last visit, not just in matters but even in people's
hopes and desires. Nothing was better proof of this than the very
existence of this hospital and the opportunities it provided and
aspirations it matured. This made it seem all the more unfortunate
that someone with Moyna's talents should be held back by a
husband who could not keep step (Ghosh 134).

This is perhaps this point of departure of imagination that makes
him leave the letter to Piya before his physical departure to Delhi
unpacking his desire punctuated by memory to give the final touch
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totheincomplete narrative of hisown.

The narrative of the political activist that in keeping with the
underlying latent structure of Tagore's nationalism dreams of
reconstructing the utopian 'nation' by reading out and bringing to
the fore the ungeared voice(s) of the nation-state or by unpacking
the fractures of the governing principle of the dominant in the
civilization. His revolutionary politics against the governing
principles of 'nation' doesn't stand of what Anderson says as symbol
of the mere 'absent occupants' to feel up the void of lifeless tombs
with 'ghostly nationalisticimaginings' (Anderson 9). Rather 'political
ideology' and the 'cultural system ' that the journalistic narrative of
Nirmal unpacks through the objective reading of the journal by
Kanai that establish him as the active soldier of a socialist state. The
foregrounding of the history of the supposedly outlaws that
Nirmal's journalistic poetics promises to establish is as Hywel Dix
suggests in his article ' ' You and Your Stories!' : Narrating the
Histories of the Dispossessed in AmitavGhoh'sThe Hungry Tide and
Salman Rushdie's Midnight's Children' as 'non-dialogic' as it
happens to record the non-stereotypical narratives of Kusum and
Fokir the consequences of the storm of Morichjhapi and the
subsequent changes that draw on the very geo-politico-cultural
landscape of his time. The initial revelation of the matter of his
'notebook , a khata , of the kind generally used by school children'
directly refers to place of his concern i.e. 'of : an island on the
southern edge of the tide country , a place called Morichjhapi '
(Ghosh 67). And thereby he unhesitatingly confesses the
significance and purpose of his writing to Kusum, a friend of Kanai
whom he once metin Lusibari. He records:

| have gone on at too great a length. Hours that have passed, the ink
in my ballpoint penis running down. This is what happens when you
have not written for years: every moment takes on a stratling clarity;
small things become the world in microcosm. (Ghosh 101)

Kusum and Horen have left me here with Fokir. They gone to find out
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if the rumours are true; if Morichapiis to be attacked, and if so, when
the assault will come . To think of all the years when | had nothing
but time and yet wrote not one word . And now, like some
misplaced, misgenderedScherherzade, | am trying to save right off
with aflying, fleeting pen (Ghosh 148).

This is precisely the chief motif that runs through the narrative of
'saar' Nirmal as the guiding principle of his utopian dream being
someone as Ghosh says, 'a poet at heart' a school teacher by
profession and a political activist by passion. His imagination of the
nation exists far away from the barbed wires of boundaries that
attempt to separate humans owing to culture, religion, language,
and so forth takes vow to breed under the poetic symphony of Rilke
or with factual historical stream of Francois Bernier's Travels in the
Mughal Empire. Hence his poetics of the nation happens to find a
close affinity with that of the otherwise dream of the colonialist
S'Daniel to 'build a new society, a new kind of country' (Ghosh 52).
The socialist state that S'Daniel naturally finds affinity with the
materialist design of Nirmal's one who thinks of constructing the
residence 'where men and women could be farmersin the morning,
poetsinthe afternoon and carpentersinthe evening' (Ghosh 53).

This is the poetic self of Nirmal in particular that breeds within him
the drive of humanism and stems a sense of revolutionary spirit
surrounding hisimagination of the nation. Therefore the scenario of
floating people after partition from Bangladesh to this 'tide country
island' and the very process of transformation from being a
conservation place for the tigers to the temporary refuge for the
dispossessed serves as a formative influence in the construction of
Nirmal's activist's self to a revolutionary figure to the very core. And
the very system as has been undertaken by the government in
replacing them to Dandakaranya , deep in the forest of Madhya
Pradesh, hundreds of kilometers from Bengal in the names of
'resettlement' that in reality proves to be more like the
concentration camp, or like a prison for them further accentuates
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the pathetic plight of the 'Dalits' or 'Harijans' as members of the
group (Ghosh 118). The consequent trauma and their common
demand for a 'little land to settle on' includes the drive of
revolutionary Nirmal to mingle or rather raise his voice in the
persisting revolution against the government. The drive also makes
the transformation in the fundamental flavour of his character
turning him to an enemy from being a husband. As Nirmal talks
about his contemporary articulate character 'l really don't know. He
became a stranger to me that year. He wouldn't talk to me. He would
hide things. It was as if | had become his enemy' (Ghosh 119). This is
perhaps this romanticised sacrificial commitment to the wellbeing
of people that leads him to the route of being a macrocosmic figure
than being bound up thoroughly a figure of the microcosmic world.
Therefore eventually this idea of revolution becomes 'the secret god
that rules' his 'heart' among others. It is his humanistic Faith that
places himin the domain of blurred region to conceive the dream of
not of the Platonic real but of turning a utopian like that of S'Daniel
into reality. This sustenance provides him with the impetus of
making a bold announcement among those disposed at Kumirmari
amidst the storm of nature and further amidst the anarchy of the
dialectics of the dominator/dominated he leaves the message of a
bold soldier of a nation 'l'll teach them to dream' (Ghosh 173). This
very idealistic confession of the wish of such historical materialist
and the follower of the German poet Rainer Maria Rilke, comes to
the fore as in the vein alike desires to live and act with the
internalised idea of 'life' 'lived in transformation'. This is perhaps the
reason behind his own transformation as an individual to walk in the
trajectory of his life being a mentor, an activist, a socialist, a
husband, a materialist to a philanthropist and above all a 'martyr'.

In contrast to the fascinating vision of Nirmal , Nilima Bose the
founder of the Badabon Trust an 'organization widely cited as a
model for NGOs working in rural India' used to hold a realistic vision
of a society that runs in keeping with the consent of power i.e. the
government (Ghosh 19). Therefore the continuous criticism that
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Nilima used to throw towards the articulate gesture of her husband
ends up keeping them miles apart virtually that makes Nilima feel as
if they are living under the same roof more like 'ghosts' . She
confesses, 'we were like two ghosts living in the same house' (Ghosh
120). And hence is the transformation of their living heaven Lusibari
to a domain where his familiar husband appears to her as if a
'stranger' owing to the socio-political stand that necessitates his
active partinthe flood of anxiety in the geographical scenario of the
island. This is perhaps this sharp contrast to that of the productive
imagination of Nirmal, in the very conception of the 'greater good'
or rather her subjective consideration of her preserved
contradictory essence that makes her refuse Kusum as one among
the plenty of the wretched hands to accept any help from her side.
Ghosh's fictional record thus exposes the firm refusal of Nilima Bose
and her expression of showing her concern for the security of the
hospital founded by her for the greater good of people:

She told her that she would have liked to help, but it was impossible.
The government had made it known that they would stop at nothing
to evict the settlers: anyone suspected of helping them was sure to
get into trouble. Nilima had the hospital and Union to think of: she
could not afford to alienate the government. She had to consider to
greater good (Ghosh 122).

Her very consideration of this greater good marks an inevitable
border in her own vision to differentiate people in terms of
necessity.

The seventy-six year old Nilima Bose whose practised dynamism in
the field of social work attempts to hide the grey complexion of her
literal existence and thereby her vision wrapped under the garb of
the 'still more dark' complexion of her 'head' instead of her face like
the 'waxing moon' preserves the firm persistence to get her jobs
done (Ghosh 21). But the matter of fact is such continued effort
made on the part of Nilima proves to be fruitless duringthe
moments of her confrontation with memory. Because her preserved
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contradictory essence towards the revolutionary credo of her
husband's practised socialism proves to be a slice of her weakness
while facing memory. Therefore while having a discussion with
Kanai regarding her reluctance to unravel the packet that wraps up
the journal of Kanai, Nilima says, 'When you get to my age, Kanai...
you'll see it's easy to deal with reminders of loved ones who've
moved on and left you behind' (Ghosh 23). Even the reminder of the
'rise of Matla' proves to be matter of what Ghosh says as 'the
greatest sorrow , moments of joy recalled in wretchedness' . Her
wretchedness, being caused by the mixture of her memory and her
desire of lingering with the activities of her activist husband
requests Kanai to have an objective reading through the sojourn of
Nirmal as recorded in the journal. And further the reminder of the
refusal she once made in front of the wretched Kusum who 'died in
the massacre at Morichjhapi' now heightens her unease and
perhaps her guilt-consciousness for which records Ghosh , 'She
covered her face with hands. | am tired now; | think I'd better rest for
a while" (Ghosh 122). Here again the horizon of differentiation for
Nilima Bose in particular gets blurred in the end as it happens with
Mrs. Dina Dalal living in a self-constructed heaven of her own
together with two tailors Ishvar and his nephew Om transcending
the barriers of caste, religion or economic status.

The narrative of Piya being the daughter of the immigrant parents
now residing at Seattle is foregrounded with the inherent confusion
because her research endeavour draws her to the domain of culture
that she is quite unfamiliar with. Therefore her feeling of being
caught in the vortex of the dialectics of culture gets accentuated
thoroughly in her every Single turn. Her very first and partial
interaction with Kanai in the train compartment displays her
desperate attempt to establish her geo-cultural identity as different
form the domain that she is supposed to enter. Thus she appears to
Kanaiasan original foreigner as Ghosh notes:

It occurred to him suddenly that perhaps, despite her silver nose-
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stud and the tint of her skin, she was not Indian, except by descent.
And the moment the thought occurred him, he was convinced of it:
she was a foreigner, it was stamped in her posture, in the way she
stood, balancing on her heels like fly weight boxer, with her feet
planted apart (Ghosh 3).

Thus her androgynous outlook placed at Dhakuria station preserves
the air of essential exoticism in her gesture. This very air of
sophistication weaves the fascination of an individual like Kanai for
the unknown. Her gestures of showing sympathetic legacy of finding
affinity with the rustic 'earthenware cup' filled with milky, 'over-
boiled' 'chai' is typical of a foreigner. Her very air of exoticism is
conveyed in such a way that it even makes Kanai's spontaneous
admission of the utter helplessness of the orientalists to bow down
infront of the grateful apologia of the American. Therefore he
asserts, 'Does anyone have a choice when they're dealing with
Americans these days?' (Ghosh 10). Further her accented
pronunciation which in fact helps Kanai the translator sure about
the American origin of the feminine self that he is interacting with
establishes her as the linguistic 'other' to the place she enters as 'a
catelogist ' (Ghosh 11). To emphasize on her own linguistic
otherization her self-conscious confession 'ami Bangla janina'
brings into prominence her voluntary 'withdrawal' from the
supposedly inferior linguistic community and her tendency refers to
the 'politico-cultural eminence' as incorporated by the 'language of
power' (Anderson 37). This very attitude of Piya primarily
establishes her stand as one against the uniformity of language. In
one of hisinterviews toan UN chronicle Amitav Ghosh himself says:

| think the world has been globalizing for a long time. It is not a new
phenomenon, but one that has achieved a new kind of intensity in
recent years. The only real barrier to a complete uniformity around
the world is not the image but language. Images can be exchanged
between cultures, but the domain where globalization has truly
beenresisted as that of language. We can send e-mails, which can be
instantly translated, but that is shallow communication. For any kind
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of deeper, resonant communication, language is essential. All such
communication is always deeply embedded in language.
(www.amitavghosh.com)

Here Piya's admittance of being competent only in 'English’ as a
'private property language'in contrast to the polyglot Kanai refers to
her inclination only towards the language of power and nothing
else. Here in this regard Piya resembles the Western faced narrative
strategy of lla in Amitav Ghosh's The Shadow Lines . The way lla
being the daughter of a diplomat travels around the world and her
route through multifarious culture causes a haze in the narrative of
her own life for which she refuses to accept the memory of her
'childhood days identifying it to be 'bloody culture' and clings to the
English culture that never accepts her. In the similar vein Piyali Roy
being the daughter of an immigrant father who 'left' Calcutta the
birthplace of Piya when she 'was just a year old' draws contrast
between Kanai's 'Calcutta’ and her updated imagination of 'Kolkata'
of the present. Again sometimes being much defensive regarding
the lingering Bengali sound of her name and with a natural unease
regarding herself being uncomfortable in Bengali makes her
immediately shift her topic. Further her halting and accentuated
pronunciation of the name Kanai as 'Kan-ay' is nothing but a
reflection on her restless effort to establish her self-defined
otherised identity.

However, her purpose of coming with the assignment of observing
marine mammals by roaming through the water always already
lingers with the denunciation of the factual details that she has gone
through. The display of the availability or unavailability of the
dolphins through her binoculars is always already found to have
judged by the occidental standard of her vision. For example, she
notes:

The discoverer of the Gangetic dolphin, William Roxburgh, had said
explicitly that the fresh water dolphins of the Ganges delighted in
the 'labyrinth of rivers, and creeks to the South and South-East of
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Calcutta (Ghosh 42).

But the irony lies in the fact that all her literate gestures, her
doctored etiquettes, are reduced to the level of useless nothing as
she is supposed to take a Bengali guide with due permission of the
forest department and later on anilliterate fisherman like Fokir that
are far more articulate and experienced to make her accustomed
with every single move of the waves that are familiar and
manageable to the former and, malevolent and aggressive to the
latter. For continuing with the research endeavour she is supposed
to spend a good many days with the aforementioned illiterate with
whom she again happens to feel an unacknowledged feeling of
rootedness in the core of her mind. The fisherman who proves to be
the convenient medium for Piya to getin to the world of the dolphins
as the object of her study in her effort of translating the ways of the
world of the tide countryis described by Ghosh thus:

Now it was the fisherman who was in front of her, squatting on his
hunches and looking into her face with an inquiring frown. Slowly, as
her shivering passed, his face relaxed into a smile, with a finger on
his chest, pointing at himself, he said, 'Fokir'. She understood that
this was his name and responded with her own: 'Piya’, with a nod of
acknowledgement, he turned to the boy and said, 'Tutul'. Then this
foreigner moved, from himself to the boy and back again, and she
knew he was telling the boy that he was his son.

(Ghosh 63).

This becomes even remarkably striking that violating all the
standards of sophistication and like a woman like Piya having had
'her graduate programme at the Scripps Instution of Oceanography
in California' along with her 'cultural eminence' feels an
unacknowledged sense of curiosity mixed with a bit of jealousy
while thinking about the owner of the sari that she happens to find
in the boat which she boards along with Fokir (Anderson 37). The
strange soliloquy that haunts him with the questions:
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Whom did the sari belong to? His wife? The boy's mother? Were the
two same? Although she would have liked to know, it caused her no
great regret that she lacked the means of finding out. In a way it was
arelief to be spread the responsibilities that came with a knowledge
of the details of another life (Ghosh 72).

This very curiosity regarding the life of others indicates to the
constructive possibility of a bond to be tied up between the
inhabitants of the world situated at the opposite poles. And her
methodical journey towards the search of Orcella has been guided
by the unorganised and supposedly uncivilized Fokir who even
doesn't know how to give vent to organised expression. The
arrangement of bath by Fokir for Piya within a tiny bathroom
accommodated with yellow light of the lamp, half-consisted of fresh
water and a bucket filled with brackish water, cake of soap on a
ledge, plastic sachet of shampoo although do not provide her with
the luxury of a five star hotel, draws her close to the domain of
'home'. Therefore the idea of throwing the sachet of shampoo
though occursin her mind, butin a natural course gets washed away.
Rather a cerebral thinking occurs in her mind that the sachet of
shampoo is a treasure in the island and by using it she intends to
show off the bubbles on the water in order to provide Fokir with the
sense of acceptance as a gift. Even the short piece of cloth with
'rectangles of chequered' fabrications 'left draped on the bamboo
awning for her use' makes her feel home and to busk in memory of
her father's habit of using the towel. Her desperate search for the
meaning of the cloth with fabricated chequered signs that Fokir
names as 'gamcha’ leaves herself amidst the vortex of meaningful
words. The unnatural expression that she receives from Fokir for not
being able to memorize the name of it once again makes her feel to
go back to the root of her language that constructs the discourse of
the world that she was once given birth to from the route of those
useless verbal communication that includes fashionable 'stainless
steel', accumulated 'resentments' and so forth (Ghosh 93-94). Such
flash backs further emphasizes and problematizes the trajectory of
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conveying the actual meaning. Itisin reality the cordial arrangement
made by Fokir that provides her with the ability to have a
differentiated recollection of the memory of the hours of her way
back from school when her mother's feeble responses in whatever
language possiblei.e. Bengali or English used to convey the message
with definite meanings containing the experience her mother was
supposed to go through. The irony lies in the fact that Piya who
studies Orcaella through the ebb of memory and experience
becomes a victim of the process of the way of their life. That is just as
the Otcellea belonging to the two communities i.e. of salt and fresh
water does not possess any anatomical difference as 'it had only to
do with their choice of habitat' similarly the difference between the
so-called foreigner Piya with that of the native Fokir is in reality the
difference of their habitat that determines the habit(s) of the two.
Robert Dixon notes:

The characters in Amitav Ghosh's novels do not occupy discrete
cultures but dwell in travel in cultural spaces that flow across
borders- the 'shadow line' drawn around modern status ( Dixon
144).

The way of her monitoring and act of outlining the sketches of the
shore from their tiny existential status in the boat and Piya's
suggestion or demand of Fokir to row the boat in 'parallel lines over
a quadrant shaped roughly like a triangle ' in reality in an imagistic
manner refers to the parallel line of their gradual communication in
progress. Later the unconscious surrender of Piya as she falls. Ghosh
records:

But just the right moment, Fokir appeared directly in front of her,
with his body positioned to block her fall. She landed heavily on his
shoulder and once again she found herself soaking in the saity smell
of his skin . In blocking her fall, she had thrown her arms around his
torso as though he were a pillar or a tree trunk and one of her hands
had caught hold of his shoulder-blade , digging into the recess
between muscle and bone. Her other hand had slid down his bare
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skin, coming to rest in the small of his back, and for an instant, she
was paralysed with embarrassment (Ghosh 151).

Although the geo-cultural world of Piya and Fokir respectively are
seldom translatable to each other, the movement of the waves
makes it possible to get over the conception of the geographical
boundary of the geo-political map of the world .The gradually built
up rapport gets internalised between them so much so that their
respective prejudice and mutual obscurity towards each other
leads to the healthy translation of their worlds. And therefore, their
mutual exchange of expression and observation get reflected
through the mirrored images of the Dolphins, her object of study.

The very presence of Fokir does not really play an informative role of
what Anderson calls as 'news' of the relative 'knowledge of the
other' but in reality indicates to the interdependence of the
‘metropole’ on the inhabitants of the 'rural'. It is Fokir born out and
out as a rustic boy brought up by his relative Horen, with his
uncodified unsophisticated behaviour and supposedly cannibalistic
figure with the bones of his chest pushing against his skin, like the
ribs of a tin that had been stripped of its label (Ghosh 85). The
performativity of Fokir flourishes much as he sings according to the
spontaneity of his heart and the river of words he utters. Here in fact
the river of Fokir's words problematizes the notion of the 'sacred
books'the untranslatability of ' Allah's language' or that of the divine
language as divine 'symbol from a community' and advocates the
geo-cultural diversity of the land concerned (Anderson 13). The
subsequent musicality remains untranslatable to Piya as it doesn't
have any affinity with the so called civilized symphony that Piya so
far has gone through. Hence is the case of Kanai who cannot
translate his song (Ghosh 309).

Reducing Kanai's allegation on Fokir as 'not some kind of grass-root
ecologist' but only a carnivorous as ' he kills animals for living', Fokir
proves to be a saviour of Piya. Fokir stands with and beside Piya in
the flood, in tide, in the ebb and flow of water, in the full moon and
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above all on the verge of death with the warmth of human bond. His
sacrificial death not in the mob but in a constant struggle with the
power politics of nature that establishes him as a real performative
who remains able to come across the border of constitutional law or
that of cultural prejudice to justify the symbiosis of human relation
claiming not pity but applause of the world inhabited by humans.
Here the death that Fokir's voluntary will hugs with is not a spectacle
of what Anderson calls 'self-sacrificing love' for the country of his
origin but a reflection of cosmopolitanism, a sacrifice
communicating a message of meeting across the world that even
the league of the nation fails to offer.

Thus Amitav Ghosh's The Hungry Tide offers different symbolic
modes of border crossing through the medium of the translation of
the imagination of disparate characters with different and alike
cultural roots. Memory and imagination play as the prime synthetic
elements in the novel. In Ghosh's fictional reconstruct the
geographical locale of Sundarbans appear to be a borderless land
wherein individual human identity is constantly reshaped. Modes of
migration appear very subtle in the novel. Piyali Roy moves between
America and India whereas Sundarbans holds a history of human
migration from the colonial days to the present. Kanai through his
use of translated imagination crosses over cultures and languages.
The Hungry Tide, thus captures a vision of cross-cultural
understanding. The narratives of Fokir, the representative of the
native culture and, that of Piyali, the representative of the Western
nationalism respectively find the magical domain of Sundarbans as
the meeting ground. Such meeting of translated imaginations and
the subsequent journey of human individuals make Ghosh's
fictional narrative a spectacle depicting the human movements
across linguisticand cultural borders.
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Women And Children Trafficking In West Bengal
— A Severe Crime Against Humanity

Jayjit Mondal

Abstract:

Nowadays women are on the top of every sector of science, society,
education, administration, politics etc and they leave their bold foot
prints everywhere. Other hand a large number of women and
children in the world are victimized of severe crime like trafficking.
West Bengal is in the vulnerable zone in this respect. Women and
children trafficking is one of the burning problems in west Bengal. If
India is the hub of the crime in the globe, then west Bengal is the
centre of this crime. Women and girls are trafficked within the
state for the purpose of commercial sexual exploitation and
forced marriage. The study is trying to reveal a brief scenario
about women and children trafficking in West Bengal.

Introduction:

According to the definition of the United Nations —“the recruitment,
transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons by means
of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction,
of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of
vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to
achieve the consent of a person having control over another person,
for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a
minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other
forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or service, slavery or
practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of
organs.”Human trafficking is a group of crimes involving the
exploitation of men, women and children for financial gains which
is violation of fundamental human rights. Victims are lured or
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abducted from their homes and subsequently forced to work
against their wishes through various means in various
establishments, indulge in prostitution or subjected to various types
of indignities and even killed or incapacitated for the purposes of
begging and trade in human organs.

“sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force,
fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform
such an act has not attained 18 years of age; or the recruitment,
harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for
labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for
the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage,
debt bondage, orslavery.”

In the last one year, 14,000 adults and children have disappeared
from West Bengal. Most of them are believed to have been
swallowed up by the huge trafficking trade that is accustomed to
treating West Bengal as its catchment area. The year before, around
28,000 women and children went missing and 19,000 of them
remained untraceable. Missing women and children are ever
increasing numbers in government files and reports by various
organizations. But for their families, the hope never dies. they are
lives, dearerthan theirown.

Objectives of The Study:

The main purposes of this study are

o Toinvestigate the facts about women and children trafficking in
West Bengal.

o Tofind outthe causes behindthe crime.

o Toinvestigateresults of the crime.

o Toidentify the solutions or remedies of this problem.

Hypotheses:

Parameter of social well being is closely related with this type of incidents.
Trafficking free society indicates greater well being of the society.
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reduce level of trafficking will be reduced sexual exploitation and
suffering from both mental and physical issues.

Data Base Methodology:

The study is mixed one in the respect of methodology. Data are
collected through secondary sources. The news paper reports,
United Nations' reports, national crime record bureau etc are main
sources of data. The categories of raw data are established by
coding, tabulation and drawing statistical inferences for analysis.
The collected data are analyzed with the help of various statistical
measure.

Study Area:

The state of West Bengal have been selected for the study which lies
between the latitude of 21°25Nto 26°50 N and longitude of 86°30 to
89°58E. It spreads over an area of about 80,968 sq. Km. Extending
from the foot of Derjeeling Himalayas in the north to Bay of Bengal
to the south (maximum stretch of about 580 km.) and from the edge
of Chotanagpur high lands in the west to the border of Bangladesh
and Assam in the east (maximum stretch of about 200km). It
comprises 18 district of West Bengal.

Scenario of Trafficking In West Bengal:

West Bengal

% of adult female untraced | % of children untraced to
to those

those reported missing reported missing

1999 2000 2001 1999 2000 2001
1% 64.5 72.5 62.9 56.9 56.4

In terms of trafficking West Bengal is one of the most sensitive state.
The Mukherjee and the NHRC has reported that itis a source of large
scale Trafficking of Bengali women and Children in various Red Light
Areas of India. It is a source transit as well as Destination and both.
Also West Bengal is Transit as well as Destination and both. Place for
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Cross Border Trafficking from Nepal and Bangladesh. Bangladesh
shares a 4,156 km border with India that has 20 official check posts
and out of its 32Source: Trafficking in Women and Children in India:
NHRC Report 2005 districts, 30 districts are on the Indo-Bangladesh
border. In Bangladesh, the collection points for trafficked women
are usually far from border points. Women rescued in Uttar Dinajpur
were from Cox's Bazaar (south). Girls from the Southern part of
Bangladesh are usually trafficked across Northern borders. lllegal
migration, trafficking and smuggling exist in varying degrees along
the border. One study estimates that almost half of the trafficking to
India takes places through Benapole in Jessore District. Entry points
like Thakurbairi Chandurila, Kaiba Sultanpur, Chodarpur,
Chapainaababgunj, Hili Akhwara, Chuadanga and Poladanga are
other commonly used entry points to India. West Bengal has nine
districts adjoining the border that are mostly different from one
agriculturally, e.g., Nadia, where farmers primarily grow jute and
betel leaves, is a prosperous area. The Sundarbans area of south /
north 24 parganasis very weak agriculturally, and thus trafficking is a
much more common economic activity for communities. Crossing
between Bangladesh and West Bengal becomes a daily routine for
many people as they may live in either of the countries and earn
their living in the other. Thus, keeping a check of those being
trafficked, married off, infiltrating, and immigrating illegally or
irregularly is an uphill task and has to be achieved through
innovative methods and day to day vigilance. Crossing the border
takes not more than Rs. 50/- per person. Having crossed the border,
the trafficked victims are mainly kept in West Bengal, and in some
cases alsoin the state of Orissa. They are sorted and graded and sent
to different destinations such as Middle East, Delhi, Mumbai, and
Agra. Often, they are sold to pimps who then sell them to brothel
keepers in red light areas of Kolkata such as Sonagachi, Kalighat,
Bowbazar. Some are sent to Bashirghat in the neighboring district of
24 Paraganas. Initially young married women were trafficked from
Bangladesh to Mumbai but in the past eight years demand for the
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young unmarried and minor girls has increased. Many Bangladeshi
women are the victims of polygamy. If not, divorced they have so
called husbands who live off their earnings. In return, they have the
status of being a married woman and a hope that they would return
home. In many cases, the husbands are the pimps. Trafficked
women prefer to stay away from the conventional red lights areas by
renting in smaller tenements at Ray Road, Saat Road and such other
places perhaps because of the fear of raids and police harassment. A
number of women claim to have maintained regular family
connections and state that they visit their family in Bangladesh
occasionally. A study conducted in West Bengal reported that ten
per cent each of the prostitutes in Calcutta were from Nepal and
Bangladeshin 1997. These girls are generally drugged while they are
trafficked from villages to the destination. A fraud marriage help
escape from police mechanism which demands money and the
share of pimps and traffickers goes down Kakarvitta, Jogbani,
Pashupatinagar, Koshi Barrage and Bhadrapur are the entry points
for getting into India from Nepal (Sinha, 1997:4,11-12). Most of the
trafficked women from Nepal are reported to be involved in
commercial sex market especially in New Delhi in Delhi, Mumbai in
Maharastra and Calcutta in West Bengal. The sex markets in UP and
Bihar states Varanasi, Kanpur and other red-light areas of Indian big
cities. There is an inter-state and the demand of sex market in India
(Rozario, 1988:103). Studies on Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Bihar have shown some prevalence of Nepaliwomen however,other
states have no Nepali women or have them in a very insignificant
number. West Bengal has accounted for 77.0% (87 cases out of 113
cases) of the total cases of 'Selling of Girls for Prostitution' reported
inthe country
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Missing women and children in West Bengal- NHRC Report 2005

Reported 1996 2001 Total for 6 Yearly 2001
Missing years average for | over
Persons 6 1996
years

Female 187 193 1113 186 3%(+)
adults West
Bengal

Female 20,494 24,034 1,34, 870 22,480 17%(+)
adults
India

Female 143 140 768 128 2%(-)
adults
continue to
remain
missing
West
Bengal

Female 4,627 6,181 32,935 5,452 34%(+)
adults
continue to
remain
missing
India

Children 415 379 2955 493 9%((-)
West
Bengal

Children 41,410 46,347 2,606,847 44,476 12%(+)
India

Children 260 214 1762 294 18%(-)
continue

to remain
missing
West Bengal

Children 10,406 10,589 66,024 11,008 2%(+)
continue
to remain
missing
India

Source: Trafficking in Women and Children in India: NHRC Report 2005
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Cases Registered Under Human Trafficking During 2011

Immoral

Buying of SeSelling of | Procuration Trafficking

Girls for Girls for of Minor Impeortation | (Prevention)
State /UT Prostitution | Prostitution | Girls of Girls Act, 1956 Total
Andhra Pradesh o 2 106 0 497 505
Arunachal
Pradesh 0 0 0 0 0 0
Assam 0 0 142 2 21 165
Bihar 1 1 183 10 23 218
Chhattisgarh 0 1 15 2 15 33
Goa 0 0 0 0 18 18
Gujarat [ 0 4 0 46 50
Haryana 2 2 0 0 57 61
Himachal
Pradesh 4] 0 3 0 2 5
Jammu &
Kashmir 0 a 0 0 1 1
Jharkhand 1 [ 15 6 15 43
Karnataka [ 1 8 12 351 372
Kerala 0 0 9 0 197 206
Madhya
Pradesh 2 3 20 45 29 24
Maharashtra 20 2 20 0 390 432
Manipur 0 1] 0 ] 0 0
Meghalaya 1] 1] 0 3 2 5
Mizoram 0 0 0 0 8 g
Nagaland 0 0 0 0 2 2
Odisha 0 0 12 0 23 38
Punjab 0 0 0 0 50 50
Rajasthan [1] 2 19 0 81 102
Silckim [1] 0 0 0 1 1
Tamil Nadu 0 0 0 0 420 420
Tripura 0 1] 5 ] 2 7
Uttar Pradesh 1 4 0 0 43 48
Uttarakhand o a 0 0 3 3
West Bengal 0 87 298 0 96 481
Delhi 0 2 3 0 33 38
Source:NCRB
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Causes of Women And Children Trafficking In West Bengal:

Young girls and women belonging to poor families are at higher
risk.Then comes the economic injustice and poverty. Sometimes
parents are also desperate to sell their daughters to earn
money.Social inequality, regional gender preference, imbalance and
corruption are the other leading causes of human trafficking in West
Bengal.Parents in tribal areas think that sending their kids means a
better life in terms of education and safety. Parents also pay about
Rs 6000-7000to these agents for food and shelter

Forced marriage

Girls and women are not only trafficked for prostitution but also
bought and sold like commodity in many regions of India where
female ratio is less as compared to male due to female infanticide.
These are thenforced to marry.

Bonded labour

Though debt labour is not known much but it is illegal in India and
prevalent in our society. According to the International Labour
Organization there are more than 11.7 million people working as a
forced labour in the Asia-Pacific region. People running out of cash
generally sell their kids as debt labour in exchange for cash. Both
boys and girls are sold for this purpose and generally not paid for
years.

Victims of human trafficking have great chances of suffering from
issues like mental disorders, depression and anxiety. Women forced
into sexual trafficking have at higher risk of getting affected from HIV
and other STDs.

lllegal activities

Children, over adults are often chosen to be trafficked for illegal
activities such as begging and organ trade, as they are seen as more
vulnerable. Not only are these children being forced to beg for
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money, but a significant number of those on the streets have had
limbs forcibly amputated, or even acid poured into their eyes to
blind them by gang masters. Those who are injured tend to make
more money, which is why they are often abused in this way.Organ
trade is also common, when traffickers trick or force children to give
upanorgan

Sexual exploitation

Sexual exploitation is an issue that is faced among many developing
countries and is defined as “the sexual abuse of children and youth
through the exchange of sex or sexual acts for drugs, food, shelter,
protection, other basics of life, and/or money”. Often young girls are
taken from their homes and sold as items to become sex slaves and
even forced into prostitution. This may seem bad enough, but sexual
exploitation is not always forced. Out of desperation, some parents
will even sell their kids off to be sexually abused, in order to be able
to acquire the basic necessities of life. As the parents are likely to
have been sexually abused as children, generations to come are
forced to live in this seemingly never-ending cycle of selling their
childreninto sexual exploitation and abuse

Prosecution

The Government of India penalises trafficking for commercial sexual
exploitation through the Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act (ITPA).
Prescribed penalty under the ITPA—ranging from seven years' to life
imprisonment — are sufficiently stringent and commensurate with
those for other grave crimes. India also prohibits bonded and forced
labour through the Bonded Labor Abolition Act, the Child Labor Act,
and the Juvenile Justice Act.Indian authorities also use Sections
366(A) and 372 of the Indian Penal Code, prohibiting kidnapping and
selling minors into prostitution respectively, to arrest traffickers.
Penalties under these provisions are a maximum of ten years'
imprisonment and a fine.Bondedlabour and the movement of sex
trafficking victims, may occasionally be facilitated by corrupt
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officials.They protect brothels that exploit victims, and protect
traffickers and brothel keepers from arrest and other threats of
enforcement.Usually, there are no efforts made to tackle the
problem of government officials' complicity in trafficking workers
for overseas employment. Bulk of bonded labour heads for Middle
East to emerging economies and there are several media reports
which report on the illegal and inhumane trafficking of Indian
workers.There are so many laws against this type of crimes are

I) Procuration of minor girls (section 366-A IPC)

ii) Importation of girls ((Sec.366-B IPC)

iii) Selling of girls for prostitution (Section-372 IPC)

iv) Buyingof girls for prostitution (Section-373 IPC)

v) Immoral Trafficking (Prevention) Act 1956

vi) Child Marriage Restraint Act,1929.

vi) Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 2000
iii) Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act 1986

iv) Transplantation of Human Organs Act 1994.
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The map of West Bengal shows the source and destination areas for
those who are trafficked within the State. The red arrows show the
destinations outside.
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State-wise & Category-wise Cases Of Human
Trafficking In 2012

2012
State/UT | Buying |Selling of | Procurati |Importati | Immeoral |Total
of Girls |Girls for |on of on of girls | Traffickin
for Prostitut | Minor g
Prostitut |ion Girls (Preventio
ion n) Aet
West 3 56 969 12 109 549
Bengal
Tamil 0 0 28 0 500 528
Nadu
Andhra 0 4 30 0 472 506
Pradesh
Karnataka |5 (o] 45 5 335 412
Maharasht |0 2 91 4] 266 403
ra
Kerala o (4] 10 o 210 220
Total (All | 15 108 8og 59 2,563 3:554
India)

Source: NCRE

Protection:Victims of bonded labor are entitled to @ 10,000 ($185)
from the central government for rehabilitation, but this programme
is unevenly executed across the country. Government authorities do
not proactively identify and rescue bonded labourers, so few victims
receive this assistance. Although children trafficked for forced
labour may be housed in government shelters and are entitled to
20,000 ($370), the quality of many of these homes remains poor and
the disbursement of rehabilitation funds is sporadic:The
Government of India launched an anti human trafficking web portal
in February 2014 that they hope will be an effective way for
interested parties to share information about this topic

Data From National Crime Record Burau 2013

Total Number of Cases: 1,224
1. WestBengal :486(39.7%)
2. Bihar:193(15.8%)

3. Assam:129(10.5%)

128



Recommendations:The governments need to redefine laws to
make them more stringent and ensure severe punishment delivered
quickly. The Government must ensure that the necessary and
effective infrastructure is in place to identify, arrest, prosecute all
involved in the trafficking chain. Unless the entire chain feels the
heat of the prosecuting agencies with active support from NGOs and
Civil Society, our children will continue to be threatened by this
social evil. Trafficking in Persons Report (TIP).2014 clearly
mandates that all governments have to focus on:Prevention ,
Prosecution, Protection.

Conclusion:

The human trafficking is ainhuman activity which usually occurs in
backward areas like West Bengal, where it involves the poor
exploited by those who initially promised income if they been
accepted for work place and in accordance with the sector and
where they live and narrowness needed. Simple poor people are
already in financial problems, and this makes them willing to place
themselves in anywhere without investigating the background and
basic information that what will be their job. Furthermore, they are
also ignorant about their rights and the importance of
understanding how to defend themselves from deceived and they
are unable to get out when hit by this problem. The best solution is
comprehensive, especially the involvement of government in
formulating and drafting laws that can protect people from falling
prey to problems. Moreover, NGOs' can help the Government
because the NGO's can carry out the duties that cannot be carried
out by Government. This issue will only be done if all the emphasis
and direct assistance whether in terms of moral and financial, and
suggestions with combating this commercial crimes. Counter-
trafficking strategies and programs have been inadequate to stop
the expansion.
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Gravitational Waves in LIGO

Dr. Lina Paria

Abstract

Galileo pioneered the use of optical telescope by using visible light to
observe the universe. Later on astronomers have found pulsars, quasars
and other extreme objects by using the radio telescopes. Similarly using x-
rays, gamma rays, ultraviolet rays and infrared rays, the observations have
also brought new insights to astronomy. With the help of the gravitational
wave detected on 14" September 2015 by the twin Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-wave Observatory (LIGO) detectors, it would be possible to
observe the universe in a new light that makes the gravitational wave
astronomy more exciting. The double discovery of mutually orbiting
Binary Black Hole system much heavier than solar mass, merging into a
single black hole and the much awaited detection of gravitational waves
arediscussedinthisarticle.

Introduction:

Albert Einstein publishes the general theory of relativity (GTR) in 1915,
which was a revolutionary idea as it changed the concept of space- time
completely. Einstein's equation tells that the matter (or energy in general)
stresses and curves the space- time like an elastic medium. So in this
framework, the Sun being heavy curves the space- time around it and the
Earth moves in this curved space. One of the most important predictions
of Einstein's theory is the existence of black holes. In 1916, Einstein
predicts the existence of gravitational wave as a consequence of the
general theory of relativity. He showed that the massive accelerating
objects (such as neutron stars or black holes orbiting each other) would
disrupt the space -time in such a way that the waves of distorted space
would radiate from the source. These ripples are known as gravitational
waves which travel with the speed of light through the Universe.
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Characteristics of Gravitational wave:

The gravitational waves are able to carry energy, momentum and
angular momentum away from the source just like electromagnetic
waves, sound waves, water waves etc. As a result of this the binary
system loses angular momentum as the two mutually orbiting
objects spiralling in towards each other. This effect is called an
inspiral which has been observedin the pulsar's system.

The distorted space-time will be observed by the observer as the
gravitational wave passes by. So the distance between objects
increases and decreases at a frequency to that of the wave. The
frequency of the gravitational wave could be anything in principle,
but very low frequency waves would be impossible to detect. The
frequency range of plausibly detected gravitational waves as listed
by Stephen Hawking and Werner Israel [1] are 10" Hz to 10" Hz.

Gravitational waves are not electromagnetic radiation. Since these
waves interact very weakly with matter (unlike electromagnetic
radiation), they travel through the Universe virtually unhampered
(very little absorption or scattering). These waves carry the
information about their origins that is free of distortion or alteration
suffered by electromagnetic radiation as it travels through the
intergalactic space. Thus gravitational waves will truly open a new
window on the Universe to examine the spectacular astrophysical
objects and phenomena.

Gravitational Waves from Binary Black Holes:

The strongest gravitational waves are produced by some of the most
energetic events such as colliding black holes, supernovae
explosions, coalescing white dwarf stars or neutron stars, and also
by the birth of the Universeitself.

There is now astrophysical evidence for black holes, whose mass
ranges from few solar masses to several million solar masses. The
LIGO collaboration announced on 11" February, 2016 that they have
detected the gravitational waves on 14" September 2015 from the
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merger of two black holes about 1.3 billion light years away from the
Earth[2]. The merger eventis named as GW150914.

Two mutually orbiting black holes of masses 29 solar mass (29M, )
and of about 36 solar mass (36M,) merged into a single black hole of
about 62 solar mass (62M,) and spinning at 0.67 it's maximum
possible value. Thus the mass difference of about 3 solar mass (3M,)
was radiated as gravitational waves (according to Einstein's formula
(m=E/c’))in afraction of second with a huge peak power output. In
the case of GW150914, only two detectors were operating at the
time of the event. So it was hard to pinpoint the exact location and
the time of the event and it could lie anywhere within an arc-shaped
region of space.

LIGO:

It had been observed that the binary system of pulsars are slowly
orbiting around each other and loses energy through gravitational
radiation. The expected decrease in their orbital periods had been
measured with high accuracy [3] thus indirectly confirming the
existence of gravitational radiation.

Though the gravitational waves are constantly passing Earth, their
effects are very small as the sources are generally at a great distance.
The gravitational wave set off by the event GW150914 reached
Earth which changed the length of a 4-Km LIGO arm by a ten
thousandth of the width of the atomic nucleus. This tiny effect even
from such a strong gravitational waves makes them very difficult to
detectinthe Earth. Hence we do need very sophisticated detectors.

Currently the most sensitive LIGO-the Laser Interferometer
Gravitational Wave Observatory has two detectors; one in
Livingstone, Louisiana and the other at Hanford site in Richland,
Washington.

LIGO is the world's largest gravitational wave observatory. Although
it is called observatory but it is different from the so called
astronomical observatory that people know about.
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For example : (i) Since gravitational waves are not part of the
electromagnetic spectrum (like visible light, radio waves,
microwaves), so LIGO cannot see this e.m. radiation unlike optical or
radio telescopes. (ii) Since LIGO doesn't need to collect light from
stars or other objects, so it doesn't need to be dish-shaped like
optical telescopes or radio dishes which collect and focus e.m.
radiation to produce images of the source object. (iii) While
astronomical observatory can function and collect data on it's own,
LIGO cannot operate solo. The LIGO should have at least two
detectors separated by a large distance, so that the local vibrations
are not mistaken for the gravitational waves, and it should be
definitely detected by both the detectors. These are the three
prominent differences between LIGO (a gravitational wave
observatory) and astronomical observatories.

LIGO's interferometers[4] are Michelson-type interferometers with
“Fabry Perot cavities” as shown in Figure 1. The interferometers
have two L-shaped arms each of 4 km length. Additional mirrors are
placed near
beam splitter so | Beevinelsn
that each laser PR
beam reflects
back and forth
along this 4 km
length about 300
times before it
finally merges
with the beam
from the other A

arm. These extra | The optical schematic diagram of a Laser Interferometer
reflections serve
two functions: (i) it increases the distance travelled by each laser
beam from 4 km to about 1200 km, (ii) it stores the laser light within
the interferometer for a longer period of time, thus increasing the
LIGO's sensitivity which makes it capable of measuring the change in

a
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arm length thousands of time smaller than the size of the atomic
nucleus, i.e. one part in 10” m [5]. So with these Fabry Perot cavity
arrangement, the LIGO's interferometer arms are not just 4 km long
but effectively about 1200 km long while the size of the
interferometer is manageable.

The gravitational waves coming from the astrophysical events are
very weak with their wavelengths varying from few hundred to few
thousand kilometers. They distort the space-time geometry as they
passes through the Earth and in particular affects the two arms of
the LIGO differently which could be detectable with its high
sensitivity. The observation of similar signals by both the detectors
of LIGO separated by about 3000 km indicates a genuine common
source of the gravitational waves. Hundreds of sensors monitor the
environment to map out noise from electromagnetic, seismic and
other environmental disturbances. By data analysis[2], it is found
out that the statistical probability for such an event due to chance
coincidences from noise is less than 2x10”.The LIGO thus confirms
two spectacular discoveries : one is that the detected signals are the
gravitational waves and the other is that the source of these was a
binary black hole system. So this discovery is also very important for
the astrophysicists to reconsider models of black hole formation
especially in binary system.

The LSC and the LIGO-India Project :

The LIGO Scientific Collaboration (LSC) is a group of more than 1000
scientists from more than 90 universities and research institutes
around Unites States and in 14 other countries including India. The
electromagnetic signals coming from the gamma-ray bursts
associated with the gravitational wave event is expected to be
identified by LIGO in future. Hence it is extremely important to
localise the source of this eventin the sky. Asitis hard to pinpoint the
exact position of the sources of gravitational waves with just two
existing detectors, a global network of detectors with
intercontinental separations is required to localise gravitational
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wave events accurately on the sky. LIGO-India project as proposed in
2011, aims to build an advanced LIGO detector in India in
collaboration with LIGO-USA and its partner from Germany, UK and
Australia. The LIGO-India project will bring together the best of
fundamental science and technology in lasers, optics, ultra-high
vacuum and control system engineering.

Conclusion:

The great discovery of the gravitational waves (as predicted by
Einsteinin 1916 in the General Theory of Relativity) detected by the
twin detectors of LIGO, as well as the discovery of the existence of
the stellar mass Binary Black Hole system is discussed here. This
first-ever direct observation of gravitational waves opens up a new
way to look at exotic stellar objects and events in the Universe which
are still invisible by the present day telescopes. In future with the
help of the global detector network, LIGO will be able to collect the
data that can have far-reaching effects on many areas of physics
including gravitation, relativity, astrophysics, cosmology, particle
physics, and nuclear physics.
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Borospherene : The New Boron Buckyball

Dr. Ratna Bandyopadhyay

Abstract: After the discovery of carbon buckyballs the possibility of
other elements to form similar characteristic structures.gathered
much momentum. This created interest among various research
groups to work on it. Since boron can form strong bonds with itself
very similar to carbon, the focus on boron produced the desired
fullerene like structure.

Nanotechnology experienced a huge surge 30 years ago when a
formation of carbon atoms shaped like a soccer ball was created,
which became known as a buckyball. The discoverers were awarded
the Nobel Prize in 1996 and the windfall of publicity that followed
helped nanotechnology explode into technologists' interests across
the world. Now researchers from Brown University (USA), Shanxi
University (China) and Tsinghua University (China) have taken a
small step to the left in the periodic table and developed a buckyball
made from boron. Discovered in 1985, fullerenes were nicknamed
"buckyballs" due to their resemblance to soccer balls. They have
since sparked a revolution in nanotechnology and even inspired
artwork and featured in popular culture.

Shortly after the carbon buckyball was found, scientists almost
immediately began to ponder the possibility of other elements,
which display similar characteristics to carbon, may also be able to
form this unique structure. Among the main group of elements in
the periodic table, boron can form strong bonds with itself, second
only to carbon. This can be seen from the high melting temperature
of solid boron, compared to graphite. Hence they believed, boron
would be the most promising element to form fullerene-like
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structures.

Lai-Sheng Wang, a professor of chemistry at Brown University, and
his research team have shown that a cluster of 40 boron atoms can
be combined, forming a structure they have named
"borospherene". It is similar to the carbon buckyball and is a hollow
molecular cage that had only been previously hypothesized. Wang
and his colleagues describe the molecule, which they've dubbed
borospherene, inthe journal Nature Chemistry.

Wang's colleagues modeled over 10,000 possible arrangements of
40 boron atoms bonded to each other. The computer simulations
estimate not only the shapes of the structures, but also estimate the
electron binding energy for each structure—a measure of how
tightly a molecule holds its electrons. The spectrum of binding
energies serves as a unique fingerprint of each potential structure
The next step is to test the actual binding energies of boron clusters
in the laboratory to see if they match any of the theoretical
structures generated by the computer. To do that, Wang and his
colleagues used a technique called photoelectron spectroscopy.
Chunks of bulk boron are zapped with a laser to create vapor of
boron atoms. A jet of helium then freezes the vapor into tiny clusters
of atoms. The clusters of 40 atoms were isolated by weight then
zapped with a second laser, which knocks an electron out of the
cluster. The ejected electron flies down a long tube Wang calls his
"electron racetrack." The speed at which the electrons fly down the
racetrack is used to determine the cluster's electron binding energy
spectrum—its structural fingerprint.The experiments showed that
40atom clusters form two structures with distinct binding spectra.
Those spectra turned out to be a dead-on match with the spectra for
two structures generated by the computer models. One was a semi-
flat molecule and the other was the buckyball-like spherical cage.
The experimental sighting of a binding spectrum that matched their
models was of paramount importance. The experiment gives these
very specific signatures, and those signatures fit the models.
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Borospherene B,, possesses a cube-like cage structure, whose six
hexagonal and heptagonal holes each occupy a face of the cube. It
also has eight triangular, close-packing B, structural blocks, each on
anapexofthe cube. All Batoms are on the surface of the cage, which
isanideal, well-defined system for chemistry. B,, differs from carbon
fullerenes in terms of structure and bonding, and the pursuit of
borospherene-based nanomaterials for hydrogen storage is thus
intriguing from a fundamental point-of-view. Furthermore,
borospherenes are lighter
than carbon fullerenes, which
make the former systems
better candidates to reach a
higher gravimetric capacity
for hydrogen storage.

Boron-based nanomaterials
are also candidates for
lithium storage, and the
ternary B-Li-H system is quite
unigue. Compared to
transition metals Li as the B40 Boron Buckyball (top view).
lightest metal can definitely

facilitate the improvement of

hydrogen storage capacity for the metal-decorated B,, system .In
metal decorated borospherenes while the neutral Li atom cannot
bind more than one hydrogen atom, the cation can bind a large
number of hydrogen atoms in molecular form. This contrasting
behaviour originates from the fact that the bonding of hydrogen
with neutral Li is covalent while that with the cation is primarily
caused by polarization. But it would require an extensive research
before boron buckyballs can take a lead role in storing the worlds
cleanest fuel.
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Comparing Monetary Poverty and Multidimensional
Poverty:

A Study based on NSSO Unit Level Data in the Context
of the Backward Region of West Bengal

Jagabandhu Mandal, Dr. Pinaki Das

Abstract

The methods of analyses of poverty in India have usually suffered from a
uni-dimensional limitation whereby they referred to only a unique proxy
of poverty, namely equivalent consumption. They fail to capture many
aspects of deprivation. All these give indication of serious limitation to
measures of poverty based on a single monetary indicator of resources
and underscore the strong need for a multidimensional approach to
poverty analysis.

In the present study we exercise both uni-dimensional as well as
multidimensional measures of poverty. The paper analysis the
Multidimensional poverty index (MPI, which can be expressed as
MPI=A x H, where H is head count ratio and A is reflects as
multidimensional Intensity Poverty) is based on thirteen indicators
grouped into five dimensions: education, housing, standard of
living, food and employment security. The selected dimensions and
indicators are mainly related with the availability in the NSSO 68"
round Consumption Expenditure Survey 2011-12. On the basis of
NSSO unit level data in three Backward district of West Bengal
namely, Paschim Medinipur, Bankura, Purulia we have estimated
multidimensional poor at the extent of 53.2 per cent among them
only 26 per cent are poor in terms of monetary measurement based
on consumption expenditure.

Keywords
L. Introduction

Poverty, as a serious problem in most developing countries, has
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attracted a lot of attention among analysts also in India. The
estimation of poverty in India is much debated during the recent
years. However, most of the studies in India have tended to focus on
poverty at a point of time and their methods of analyses have
usually suffered from a uni-dimensional limitation (Filippone et al
2001), whereby they referred to only a unique proxy of poverty,
namely equivalent income or consumption. They have also shared
the traditional need to dichotomise the population into the poor
and the non-poor by means of the so called poverty line. Thus in the
view of Satterthwaite (2001) uni-dimensional poverty measures, at
best, can lead to only a partial understanding of poverty, and often
to unfocused or ineffective poverty reduction programs. They fail to
capture many aspects of deprivation. These limitations of uni-
dimensional poverty measures are also compounded by other
technical difficulties of income measurement, especially in
developing countries that reduce the value of such income-based
uni-dimensional poverty results. All these give indications of serious
limitations to measures of poverty based on a single monetary
indicator of resources (Atkinson and Bourguignon 1982, Maasoumi
1998) and underscore the strong need for a multidimensional
approach to poverty analysis that widens the concept of poverty to
reflect, forinstance, dimensions other than just the monetary one.

The past few years have seen a surge in mainstream
multidimensional approaches to poverty and well-being in
countries at variable levels of economic development as poverty
reduction becomes a shared mandate across the world. In the
academic literature, this trend can be seen, for example, in the two
volumes on multidimensional poverty edited by Kakwani and Silber
(2008) as well as in the proliferation of empirical papers on
multidimensional poverty and inequality in traditional journals. In
the policy environment, a mainstream interest in multidimensional
approaches is exemplified by the Sarkozy commission's sub-group
on Quality of Life measures called the Commission on the
Measurement of Economic Performance and Social Progress. At the
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level of international institutions, since 1997 the World Bank has
viewed poverty as a multidimensional phenomenon. The United
Nations Development Programme has begun consultations to
inform its 2010 report Re-thinking Human Development that almost
certainly includes a multidimensional measure to complement the
Human Development Index (HDI).

The impetus to develop a multidimensional framework has a range
of diverse sources, which gives it a distinctive strength and stability.
Amartya Sen, Robert Fogel, and other leading social scientists have
given a normative account of the need for broader approaches,
while Inglehart, Kahnemann, Layard and others have documented
the lack of satisfaction resulting from development based on
income alone. At the same time, empirical research has clarified the
reach and limitations of income-based measures as well as the flaws
in foundational assumptions regarding human preferences and
behaviours. In practical terms, relevant data sources have expanded
greatly, and better computer infrastructure enables better
multidimensional analyses. In terms of policy space, the launch of
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the year 2000 drew
attention to eight interconnected aspects of human suffering and
achievement which have formed the basis of campaigns that are
ongoing in many countries. National and international interest in
multidimensional measures of poverty and well-being is sharpened
post-2009, as the economic down turn lends apolitical incentive to
focus on dimensions of well-being that can grow even during
economic recession (Alkire and Sarwar 2009).

Poverty in India has traditionally been measured in terms of
consumption expenditure. The measurement of poverty remains
centred on the ability to spend on goods and services rather than
the capability to enjoy valuable beings and doings (Sen 1985)
despite methodological revisions, debates (Planning Commission of
India 2009; Deaton and Dréze 2002), acknowledgement of the
multidimensional nature of poverty and of the need for inclusive
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growth (Ahluwalia 2011). Poverty is multifaceted and deprivation in
per-capita expenditure is important dimension of poverty. But,
perhaps more surprisingly, income poverty does not accurately
proxy other deprivations. Such measures can be used to track
national poverty levels; to monitor changes by region, caste, and
dimension; and to inform the Below Poverty Line (BPL) targeting
methodologies that are commonly non-monetary in nature (Alkire
andSeth2013a).

In the present study we exercise both uni-dimensional as well as
multidimensional measure of poverty. The uni-dimensional
measure of poverty is based on consumption expenditure. The main
dimensions associated with the measurement of multidimensional
poverty and deprivations are indentified in Oxford Poverty and
Human Development Initiative (OPHI) and Multidimensional
Poverty Assessment Tool (MPAT). The OPHI has developed a new
international measure of poverty — the Multidimensional Poverty
Index or MPI — for the 20th Anniversary edition of the UNDP's
flagship Human Development Report.

This study is entirely based on NSSO unit level data 68th round
Consumption Expenditure Survey 2011-12. The three backward
districts in West Bengal namely, PaschimMedinipur, Bankura,
Purulia are purposely chosen for the present study both rural and
urban are purposely chosen for the present study from the
household level survey. From this data we calculate 22,95,873
households and 94,92,524 population for rural and 2,92,285
households and 12,44,175 representative population for urban
across all caste category.

I1. The Profile of the Study Area: The Backwardness

In India, apart from uneven distribution of geographical advantages,
historical factors have contributed to regional inequities. India's
successive Five Year Plans have stressed the need to develop
backward regions of the country. In promoting regional balanced
development, public sector enterprises were located in backward
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areas of the country during the early phase of economic planning. In
spite of pro-backward areas policies and programmes, considerable
economic and social inequalities exist among different States of
India as well as among the regions within a state (Bagchi 2011).
During the era of liberalization the opening up of Indian economy
appears to be correlated with rising spatial inequality. Global
integration leads to a sharper expression of comparative advantage
and regions well placed in terms of location, education, governance
and other initial conditions tend to surge ahead as global
opportunities are accessed while others lag behind. Spatial
disparities in India align with other cleavages which threaten
national unity and peace, whether it is the extreme of the “Maoist
corridor” that matches the corridor of deprivation. The south-west
part of West Bengal was also affected by extreme Maoist movement
during2009and 2011. That generated shocks and risk on livelihood.

Maoist Movement in the Backward Region of West Bengal

The south-west part of West Bengal including a major part of
West Medinipur, Bankura and Purulia Districtis literally marked as
Jangalmahal. The name says that the major part of this region is
covered by forest (or jungle). Maoist Movement (terrorism
according to the state government) strongly affected the
Jangalmahal region of West Bengal. Apparently, the reason behind
this is the backwardness and historical deprivation of an
ethnical group. But it is not the only reason. The various reasons
lying behind this also include their demand for cultural identity
(Igbal 2014). Infact, West Bengal has witnessed a dramatic spurtin
Maoist-related fatalities in 2010.'The incidents of terrorist activities
and deaths in the Jangalmahal Region are depicted in Figure 1.The
situation worsens during 2009 to 2011 and the livelihood of the
people in Maoist affected area was deteriorating. After that the
West Bengal State Government has attempted to execute and
extend the social protection measure especially in the Maoist
affected region.
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Figure 1 The Incidents and Deaths by Maoist Activities in
Jangalmahal Region of West Bengal, 2008 to 2012
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Characteristics of the Backward Region in West Bengal

Out of them the three districts — PaschimMednipur, Bankura and Purulia
which are in the South-Western Region of West Bengal and boarding with
Orissa, Jharkhand and Bihar is our proposed study area. This region is
backward in respect of two categories of backwardness, namely drought
prone and tribal areas. Nearly 38 per cent of tribal population of West
Bengal is living in these four districts (Census of India 2011). Among 19
districts of West Bengal these three districts are also treated as drought
prone districts (Entire Purulia district, 27 per cent of PaschimMedinipur
and 32 per cent of Bankura are drought prone area). Not only that a
significant area of these districts is forest land — 22 per cent Bankura, 18
per cent in PaschimMedinipur and 12 per cent in Purulia (State Forest
Report 2010-11). These three districts are described as Jangalmahal of
West Bengal meaning forest regions largely inhabited by tribal population.
The region also exhibits the following socio-economic backwardness: a)
agricultural is the main occupation; according to latest Census (2011) 63
per cent of the population are predominately dependent on agriculture
for their livelihood), b) low agricultural productivity and low agricultural
wage (Das 2010), c) excessive dependence on forest for livelihood and the
problem of deforestation, d) cattle breeding, cottage industries, artisan
products and collection of forest products are subsidiary occupations (Das
2010), e) lack of infrastructure and modern industries, d) lack of
education, healthcare and other civic amenities, f) low level of education;
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estimated literacy rate in this region is 61 per cent as per Census 2011
which is much lower than state average, and g) social backwardness with
high unemploymentand high incidence of poverty.

lll. Status of Monetary Poverty in the Backward Region of West Bengal
The status of poverty is measured by using the methodology of Foster,
Greerand Therbecke (1984) as

PI —ZN (PL_E")K =01 and?
= - PL ’ =u, 1, ana

Where, PL is the poverty line and E, is the expenditure of the i-th
household.

when, a=0, Pl, impliestheincidence of Poverty
a=1,Pl, impliesthe depth of povertyand
a=2,Pl, impliesthe severity of poverty
Trend and status of Poverty in the Backward Region

The status of poverty is estimated from NSSO Unit Level data. At sub-state
level NSSO regional estimation is presentable. According to NSSO the
three backward districts belong to the Western Plain of West Bengal. By
following Tendulkar (2009) methodology we have estimated head count
ratio (HCR), poverty gap ratio (PGP) and square poverty gap ratio (SPGP) in
the selected backward region as well as in the state as whole for the years
2004-05, 2009-10 and 2011-12. The trends of poverty in the backward
region and West Bengal are depicted in Figure 2. In 2004-05 the HCR in the
backward region (constituted by Medinipur, Bankura and Purulia) was
36.8 per cent in comparison with 38.2 per cent in the whole of West
Bengal. In the years that follow West Bengal witnessed significant
reduction of poverty but not in the backward region. During 2009-10 to
2011-12 the HCR in the backward region stood near about 32 per
cent. Whereas, in West Bengal the HCR fell from 28.8 per cent in
2009-10to 22.5 percentin 2011-12.The so called Moist Movement
in the backward region adversely affected the livelihood of the
people and hence the HCR is relatively high and the region has not
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experienced reduction of poverty. The depth of poverty (PGP) and
severity of poverty (SPGP) were also high in the backward region in
comparison with West Bengal as whole.

Figure 2 Status of Poverty in Backward Region and West Bengal,
2004-05 to 2011-12
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Source: Author's Calculation from NSSO Unit Level Data relating to
Level and Pattern of Consumer Expenditure 2004-05, 2009-10 and
2011-12

Figure 3 Status of Poverty by Caste in Backward Region of West
Bengal, 2011-12
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The situation of tribal people was worst in the backward region in the
aftermath of Maoist Movement. The HCR of STs was as high as 53.0 per
cent in 2011-12 in comparison with just 19.1 per cent of general caste
(GEN) people. The poverty gap and square poverty gap were substantially
high for the STs (Figure 3).

147



IV. Multidimensional Poverty and Deprivation of the Households

The Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) has
developed a new international measure of poverty — the
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) — for the 20th Anniversary edition
of the United Nations Development Programme's flagship Human
Development Report. The international Multidimensional Poverty Index
(MPI1), which was developed by Alkire and Santos (2010, 2013) in
collaboration with the UNDP and first appeared in the Human
Development Report 2010, is one particular adaptation of the adjusted
headcount ratio (Mo) as proposed in Alkire and Foster (2011).

The Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) identifies multiple deprivations
at the individual level in education, health and standard of living. It uses
micro data from household surveys, and—unlike the Inequality-adjusted
Human Development Index—all the indicators needed to construct the
measure must come from the same survey (more details can be found in
Alkire and Santos 2010). The international MPI is an adaptation of a
particular choice of indicators, deprivation cutoffs and relative weights,
and a poverty cutoff. Alkire and Seth (2013) measured the
multidimensional poverty in India on the basis of the NFHS for the years
1999 and 2006. In the present study we have made an attempt to measure
the multidimensional poverty on the basis of latest NSSO 68" round survey
on Level and Pattern of Consumption Expenditure.

The dimensions and indicators of a state's MPI are usually set according to
the state's economic and social development stage and the level of
economic and social welfare protected by its relevant laws and
development strategies. In this paper, five equally weighted dimensions
have been set for district's of West Bengal MPI. In the present case the MPI
is based on thirteen indicators grouped into five dimensions reported in
Table 1. The first column reports five dimensions: education, housing,
standard of living, food & employment and social security. The second
column reports the thirteen indicators. Each dimension is equally
weighted and indicators within each dimension are also equally weighted.
The third column reports the criteria of the deprivation cutoff of each of
the thirteen indicators. The selection of dimension and indicators are
mainly related with the availability in the NSSO surveys.
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Table 1 Dimensions, Indicators, Deprivation Cut-offs and Weights of the International MPI

Calculation from M550 unit data of Consumption Expenditures
Dimension Indicators Deprivation Cut-off
[Weight) [Weight)
Sechooling (1/10) Wverage Years of Schooling of households less than 5 years
T Ratio of the years of education of female members® to the
H1/5) Gender Parityin Lo of education of male menibers of the housshalds i fess
Education(1/10)
tham 1
Electricity{1/15) Thie household has no electricity
:T’;i“g ICooking Fuel {1/15) [The household cooks with dung, wood or charcoal
5
Dwn House{1,/15}  [The househald has not owned any house
land(i/15)  [The househaid doesn't awn cultivable land
Asset{1/15) The household does nat own Bi-cycle or radio of tape recorder
Standard of jor TV or Mator Cyele or Refrigerator
ILiving Treated Thie household does notuse water purifier for water treatment
11/5] Water{1/30)
Lse of Toilet Articles|The household does not use toilet soap, pest or brush
(1/30)
The level of food consumptien of the household |s less than
Foodand  [Food security|1/10) - ot
s S food security line
1u:;¢"|' Employment The member(s) of the household are not engaged as regular
Status(1,/10) hworker or selff-employed.
The eligible household has not received statutory amount of]
Social Subsidized Faod ek h i
B (1710} rubsidized food grains from Public Distribution System of the
(5] H Government.
Free Meal (1/10) The eligible household has not received free meals {from ICDS
Centre and Mid Day Meal from School)®

In the NSSO survey there is no information relating to health. The health
dimension seems to be missing. But the status of health and hygiene of
members of the households indirectly reflects by food security, whether
the household treated water or not and use of toilet articles.

Instantly each person is assigned a deprivation score according to his or
her household's deprivations in each of the 13 component indicators. The
maximum score is 100%, with each dimension equally weighted; thus the
maximum score in each dimension is 20%. The education, food &
employment and social security dimensions have two indicators each, so
each component is worth 20/2, or 10%. The housing dimension has three
indicators, so each component is worth 20/3,or 6.6%. The standard of
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living dimension has four indicators, so each component is worth 20/4, or
5%.

To identify the multidimensional poor, the deprivation scores for each
household are summed to obtain the household deprivation, c. A cut-off
of 40%, which is the equivalent of two dimension among four dimension, is
used to distinguish between the poor and non poor. If cis 40% or greater,
that household (and every one in it) is multidimensional poor. The MPI
value is the mean of deprivation scores c (above 40%) for the population
and can be expressed as a product of two measures: the multidimensional
headcount ratio and the intensity (or breadth) of poverty.

The headcount ratio, H, is the proportion of the population who are
multidimensionaly poor:

H=1
n

Where qis the number of people who are multidimensionaly poorand nis
the total population. The intensity of poverty, A, reflects the proportion of
the weighted component indicators in which, on average, poor people are
deprived. For poor households only (c greater than or equal to 40.0%), the
deprivation scores are summed and divided by the total number of poor

persons:
q

A= Z c/q
1

where cisthe deprivation score that the poor experience.

The MPI can be expressed as the product of Hand A, i.e., MPI = AxH. The
deprivation cutoffs are applied at the household level and thus refer to all
members within the household. A household is identified as MPI poor if its
deprivation score is larger than or equal to k = 1/5. Thus, MPI pursues an
intermediate approach to the identification of the poor as discussed in
Footnote 3. Being an adaptation of, the MPI can be expressed as MPI =
AxH, where, H is referred to as the incidence of poverty and A as the
intensity of poverty.

The Contribution of Dimension j. The deprivation score c of a poor person
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can be expressed as the sum of deprivations in each dimensionj(j=1, 2,
3,4,5), c=cl+c2 +c3+c4+c5. The contribution of dimension j to
multidimensional poverty” The contribution of dimension j to
multidimensional poverty can be expressed as

Contribj= ((Z{ ¢,)/n)/MPI

Sub group wise contribution

Table 2 Descriptive Statistics of Indicators& Dimension of Multidimansional Powverty

Kural Urban Cambined
ndicators & WMa  Me ha | e hi | Ma | M=
Jimnensina nin x an 411 mlin | w EL k1N n % an L2
Cyrs of 10 1. 10,

schaolng 0.0 0 4a( 4.9 .o o] 24 43 a4 L 36| 448
1a. 1c, 10,
Gancer 0.0 a 53| 48 0.0 0] &1 49 44 C| &2 48
. 1 20, 0,
Education 0.0 [ 2| 6.2 .0 0| 85 62 04 | 38| 62
Eleckricity 0o &7 L4 27 oo G703 12 00 6F) L1 25
Cuaking Fugal o &7 43| 32 0o 67| 0os 232 040) 67| 35| 33
Cwn
Hueuschold .0 &7 21| 07 0o 67 12 286 040 67 02| L5
20. 13, 20,
Houslng 0.0 0§ 56| 45 0.0 3| 24 34 a4 0| 5045
and HRH [N [ Y 1.3 [l h.¢ 1.4 Al £ b/ (W I I
Ranpts iy &y s 2 (il bt kY 1.0 0l h.s | Al
Treatad Water 0.0 23 21| & no|oE3) 23 15 04 33 29 14
Trilat aricle nn 23 07| 14 0o 33 A 09 a0 33 DAl 1a
Standard of 20, 20, 0,
Living 0.0 0O 4EB| 33 0.0 0] 43 41 04 0| 47| 35
10, 1c. 10,
Food Security 0.0 a 47| 2B 0.a o] o 285 440 C| 07| 28
Erripl oyl 1. 1. 10
Siakus 0.0 a 35 418 0.0 0] 1% 39 04 C| 34|48
Food 2nd El i o8 20,
Ernployment n.o 0 40| G0 0.0 o] 27 57 04 c| 42|40
1L T 100,
Food Sudaidy 0.n 0 41( 44 .0 0] 1% 40 04 G| 346 [ 48
14, A0, 10,
Maal Suhsidy HEH 1 b4 (W] I A 4k 0 I: Ak
20. 0. 0.
Social Securty | 0.0 0 66| 63 0.0 0] 55 A0 04 0 64| 63
Total a0, 32| 16, 66, | 23. 14, B, | 30| 1B
Deprivation 0.0 L] 1 4 0.0 7 5 1 04 1] 1 3

Source; Author's Caloalation frorm ME50 Uril Leve Dels relsUng o Level and Peller of
Consurmer Expanditure 2011-12
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Where nl and x1 represents sub group wise population and poverty, on
the other hand n and x represents total population multidimensional
poverty of all population.

Table 2 represents the descriptive statistics of the thirteen indicators of
multidimensional poverty of the householdsin rural urban and combined.
Source: Author's Calculation from NSSO Unit Level Data relating to Level
and Pattern of Consumer Expenditure 2011-12

Figure 4 describes the deprivation incidence of rural and urban
households' thirteen indicators. It's shows that the deprivation rate of
treated water and gender parity and employment rate are generally high
among rural households than urban households. The treated water
poverty rate is 99 percent and 82 percent rural and urban respectively. the
poverty of average 5 years of schooling rate is 50 percent and 27 percent
.But rural households' problem of deprivation in sanitation, cooking fuel,
levelisrelatively prominent.
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Figure -4 Poverty Incidental Rates of Households by Each indicator

The study represents a comparative status of household's deprivation.
According to UNDP to identify the multidimensionaly poor, the
deprivation scores for each household are summed to obtain the
household deprivation, c. A cut-off of 40%, which is the equivalent of two-
fifth of the weighted indicators, is used to distinguish between the poor
and non-poor. If c is 40% or greater the household's is multidimensionaly
poor. Households with a deprivation score greater than or equal to 20%
but less than 33.3% are vulnerable to or at risk of becoming
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multidimensionaly poor. Households with a deprivation score of 50% or
higher are severely multidimensionaly poor and deprivation score higher
than 60% which is implies households are three dimensionally deprived
among five dimensions. In the rural urban combined 15.2 per cent ST
households deprivation score is higher than 60% table 3.

Table 3 Percentage Distribution of Households Deprivations

Table 4 presents the results of MPI as well as the contribution of sub group.
In the rural and urban MPI scores are 0.27 and 0.13 respectively,
headcount ratios are 53%, and 24.6% .In case of rural MPl is higher in case

3334 40,01 LOOL-

Regicn Daarivation Q-1% | 20-33.33 A0 E0.00 -6 | »60.00 Totsl
Ll AL L1.3 1.3 L. 1i3 145 1Uu

A0 3.8 ER ] 18,7 21 15,8 o 130

Ruril DBRC 26 348 2.3 17.5 112 38 100
Other: 174 440 n.3 124 1241 2.8 100

Al Cazte 1.4 A 14.% 224 14.5 6.5 100

AT 0.0 Hid i 1005 n.n i1 110

aC EEN] 4z.8 24.0 n.a n.n c.n 10a

Urkan DRC Er] EER | 37 1461 9.1 c.o 100
Uthars 4.4 443 2M 1.1 1i49 L3 1L

All Cazte 5. 4601 4.3 0.3 11.4 . 1

5T 2.4 133 11.1 478 13,2 152 100

s L% 133 180 P 154 25 100

Combinad | OEC 12.8 a7 20,3 17.2 11.5 35 100
thars 1. ah.7 H.L 1.2.00 140 2.1 1L

All Casle 12.2 EER: 13.1 2.0 14,2 5.8 a0

Source: A= in Takle-2

of ST populationin rural areabutitis higherin urban of SC population.
Table 4 Multidimensional Poverty Indicators by Castes and Regions

After we compare the MPI value of different caste category, it would be
interesting to analyze the source and contribution of different caste in the

Fiural Lirban Combined
WOMHE| Intznsity Intansity MICIHCR |nzensity of
Hi | of Poverty | ML [RMOTHCR] of Poverty WE| ] Paverty MH
o1 H1.5 5.1 .47 16.¥ 454 (LIS L B 520 Q.42
S0 as1 51,8 0,35 1.4 4.4 L | 655 21,8 234

DRC 5.7 48,0 .26 i a3 314 | 510 48.1 225
Dthers | 33,2 51,0 0,17 26,1 51.9 214 [ ME 51.2 2,16

all retal | w2 L9172 2sr e N 51k L1 4449 51,2 o e
Snurce: As in Table-2
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overall poverty. In Table 5, we present the sub group wise contribution to
multidimensional deprivation the decomposition of poverty across
different caste category. It is evident from the table that the contribution
of the SC category in rural area towards the overall poverty is merely 40.5
per cent while the contribution of others caste towards the overall poverty
is nearly 26.1 per cent. But in the urban area others caste household are
contribute more.

Table-5 Contribution to MPI of all Caste Category

Table-6 represent the test results it can be concluded that deprivation is
significantly different in SC/ST than that of Non-SC/ST. The main reason

[fural Urkan Comiined
Populstion  Cantributio . Populatioc . Contributio . Populatio
Cante [ r Mm% n n (%] Contribution
£l 13.5 Ay 29 R 12,3 1246
s i1 0.5 Gl o 25,1 3a
OB 125 12 114 13.4 104 12,7
Chers 41.8 A6 JH.5 “4.3 4.2 294
Tetal 140 100 108 100 100 100

Lowrce: Asin Tahla-2

behind this is that all household are different socio-economical status.
However, average deprivation score for non-SC/ST (26.71) is dissimilar
than that of SC/ST (37.82) and variance of Non-SC/ST(232.95) and SC/ST
(255.49).

Note: u, & o, are the mean & sd of the labour productivity of OAEs, where

Table & Test of Deprivation between SCRET and Mon SCf5T

Han Test of H- ' 5y- o Tzt of Hy tpa - pe
BUHET nonT SHINE HITH It
' Hyzim: & s Hotpg s e
fezn | 3782 2671 Eh . »
F_ [ Ki=xy  HWaieon - ¥ lam, -1
a0 15898 15.76 o Jﬁ [FEm
i’ | assoam o 2w an " vwhere, X, and&; are recpactive
= 1.04477 s, Sbsereenl walae iy BLELE
n 254 78 Snce che table welus iz 1646 at 1
FE 259 a7 | Tewhewalue ul Fis 18165 41 | lewel,  the abise el
1 % levsl. The-efo-e, Hyis not | ‘Aeprogimste-t lesds  to the
nejerled, rejectios af Hy.
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as W, & o, are the respective values of ESTT, statistical tests have been
done following the methodology of Goon, Gupta and Dasgupta (1968) pp,
396-404. Sources: Authors' calculation

Table 6 presents the dimensional contribution to multidimensional
poverty. In the rural and urban area food and employment contribute
higher than other dimension.

Table-6 Dimension wise Contribution to MPI

Status match between consumption and multidimensional poverty

Dirmensional Conlribulion Rural Urban Cormbined
Educalien Er 28 27
Havgir g 17 9 15
Standurd of Living 12 7 124
Fuod & Employnenl 22 i 22
Sucial Soourily 22 9 221
Total 1ai 10 1040

Spures; &g in Takle 2

The previously presented evidence also raises the question of who are the
income rich but multidimensional poor? Table 7 provides some
information about multidimensional poor people with consumption
based poverty. In case of Rural share of both MPI and consumption poor
26.6 percent. But in case of urban it decline to 20.3 percent. But increases
percentages of non poor from 41.4 percentin rural to 68 per centin urban.
Overall percentage of poverty increases from 67.9 per cent in rural to 85.4
percentinurban.(Table 7)

Table 7 Percentage Distribution of Poverty Status Match

Source: Table-1 * Status match is the percentage of households with

Rural Urban Cembi-ed
CarsumaLion Consure plion Consum plian
Paor | Mon Paor Poor MWar Poar Poor Hon Paaor
Mel Paor 2B 66 203 4.3 0.0 240
Men Pocr 54 41.4 K .0 B0 4.0

Status Match’ 57.5 833 0.3

similar poverty status in both measures.

The percentage of households with MPI poor also declined across
consumption quintile (Table 8). For bottom 20 per cent households in
consumption quintile (i.e., very poor) 54 per cent are MPI poor in rural
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area and 77.4 per cent in urban area. Whereas for top 20 per cent
households (very good) in consumption quintile only 0.3 per cent are MPI
poorinruraland0.0 percentinurbanarearespectively.

Table 8 Percentage distribution of Poverty status comparison between
Consumption quintile and MPI Poor
V. Conclusion

Rural Jrbar Cambined

Cansumpticn Quintile | WPl Poor Pe-centzge | MPI Ponr Perrentage MFE| Paor Percentage
Wery Ponr LRy | A1 51.9
(el L8 120 9.5
FalisTaclory 14.1 4.3 13,6
Gaod R oo 32
Very Goad 12 o.a 16
Tokzl 100 100 100

Source; Az in Takle 2

The present study compares official income-based poverty measure with
amultidimensional

poverty index based on the Alkire-Foster method, which is operationalized
using the capability approach. Across different caste, poverty gap and
square poverty gap are higher in case of back ward caste category. In
respect of all indicators ST households more deprived than other caste. In
the rural and urban area MPI scores are 0.24 and 0.13 respectively,
headcount ratios are 55.6% and 29.1.In rural to urban MPI and
consumption poor from 27.9 percent to 20.2 percent. But increases
percentages of non poor from 4.1 percent to 7.5 percent. of those who are
deemed poor. Likewise it helps to rationalize other findings, such as the
income rich but multidimensionally poor.

Notes:

1.According to available data, 425 people including 328 civilians, 36
security forces personnel and 61 Maoists including cadre of the Maoist-
backed People's Committee Against Police Atrocities, were killed in West
Bengal in 2010 till December 26, as against 158 people including 134
civilians, 15 security forces personnel and nine Maoists killed in the State
in 2009. With this, West Bengal has now earned the dubious distinction of
recording the highest Maoist-related fatalities in 2010 dislodging
Chhattisgarh which had topped the list since 2006. The intervening years
have seen an extraordinary rise in Maoist-related fatalities in West Bengal
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from just six in 2005, through 24 in 2008, and up to 158 and 418 people,
respectivelyin 2009 and 2010 (Igbal 2014).

' See Thorbecke's view that “most of the remaining issues in poverty
analysis are related directly or indirectly to the multidimensional nature
and dynamics of poverty” (Thorbecke 2005:2). See also the review in
Jenkins and Micklewright (2007). Multilateral organizations such as the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank
have championed a multidimensional perspective on poverty (UNDP
2000; World Bank 2001b).

’For k = 1, the identification approach is referred to as the intersection
approach; for 0 < k < min{w, w,..,w, }, it is referred to as the union
approach (Atkinson 2003); and for min{w, w,...,w, }<k <1, itis referred to
as the dual cutoff approach by Alkire and Foster, or more generally as the
intermediate approach.

*If a household has no school-aged children, the household is treated as
non-deprived.

‘If no woman in a household has been asked this information, the
household is treated to be non-deprived.
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Abstract

‘A Self Help Group is a group of 10-20 women or men who work for|

the capacity building of themselves. The goal of Self help groups,
(SHG) is to become effective agents of change. They serve as 3
platform to establish the banking with the poor which is reliable,
accountable and a profitable business. SHG also enables Iivelihood‘
‘opportunities for village women through micro—credit with the
‘existing banksin the area. To address challenges and to contribute tol
a healthy, balanced and sustainable growth of the SHG sector in the|
‘country, a National Network Enabling Self Help Movement in India
‘(ENABLE) was formed in 2007 and conducted a comprehensive‘
research study on the 'quality and sustainability of SHGs' in eight
states. In this study, i have tried to highlight the role of SHG
operatingin 8 states of the country.

\
\
. |
Section1 |
\

1. Introduction

India's Self Help Group (SHG) movement has emerged as the world's
largest and most, successful network of community based
organizations (CBOs). It is predominantly a women's movement. As|
some experts have pointed out, it is a development innovation in its
own right. |

LFhe SHG bank linkage program (SBLP), which is the India's own|
innovation has proved to be one of the most effective poverty,
alleviation and women empowerment programs. The SBLP had a
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‘Rs.29 lakh in 1992-93. Since then the program has grown
lexponentially. In the process, SHGs emerged as a mass movement‘
across the country and largest community based microfinance
model in the world. As per National Bank for Agriculture and Rural‘
‘Development (NABARD)'s microfinance report by March 2012, 79.6
‘Iakh SHGs, with an estimated membership of 9.7 crores, have
_____ savings accounts in the banks, with aggregate bank balance of Rs.| =
‘6,551 crores. Over 43.54 lakh SHGs have loan accounts with total
loan outstanding of Rs. 36,340 crores. However, there remain‘
regional disparities in the growth of the SHG movement with limited
progress in eastern and western regions.

IMYRADA was an early promoter of SHGs. In the early eighties,‘
MYRADA and the Bhagavatula Charitable Trust, of the‘
Visakhapatnam district in Andhra Pradesh began mutual savings
and credit groups in rural areas, mostly among women. These were‘
‘probably the first instances of rural savings and credit groups in the
country, for and of women. In the mid eighties, there were a few|
‘more similar experiments, mostly in Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu. The results were inspiring, and the rural development‘
departments of the Government of India, in the late eighties, invited‘
INGOs, donors and bankers to discuss the possibility of consciously
promoting savings and credit groups of women, across the country,‘
‘in place of the earlier DWCRA groups (Development of Women &

‘Children in Rural Areas). |

In the mid nineties, SHGs became visible across the country. Several
‘NGOS, most state governments, donors and lenders saw in SHGs an
opportunity to mobilize rural women to work for their own social
‘and economic betterment. By the late nineties, SHGs were not just
‘savings and credit groups, but were seen as common interest,
groups. SHGs began sprouting up in many villages, with muItipIe‘
SHGs being promoted in the same villages. |
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NGOs promote women SHGs as an alternative to mainstream
financial services to reach un-reached segments of society;

o
\
® NABARD takes the lead in partnering with NGOs, particularly
| MYRADA, to pilot the well-known SHG-bank linkage model;

°

State Governments, particularly in the South, take a proactive
role in the promotion of SHGs in a big way, by way of revolving
loan funds and other support;

SHG-Bank linkage reaches the scale of over a million bank-linked
SHGs;

provide value-added services; |

® SHGs and SHG federations are given widespread recognition to
| actas implementing agents of various mainstream agencies such‘
' as financial institutions, corporate sector, and government‘
' (APMAS, 2007). |

While the SHG — bank linkage model has experienced exponential‘
growth over the past decade, bank lending to SHG federations is‘
currently being piloted. In the long-term, if the federations acting as
'business correspondent’, hold considerable potential for financial‘
inclusion, and this financial inclusion if done well, will prove to be a
sustainable model. SHG federations will emerge as sustainablel
institutions of the poor, providing a basket of financial and
livelihoods services to their member SHGs and ultimately to the,
women. |

the SHG sector as a whole and SBLP in particular, has been facing a
number of challenges such as uneven quality of groups, unequal
growth, policy contradictions, huge shortage of capacity building‘
infrastructure, including resource material and resource persons to
support the Self Help Promoting Institutions (SHPIs). To address the‘

|

|

°

|

® SHG federations emerge to sustain the SHG movement and to
\

\



above challenges and to contribute to a healthy, balanced and
sustainable growth of the SHG sector in the country, a National
Network Enabling Self Help Movement in India (ENABLE) was,

formed in 2007 with a vision of vibrant self help movement in India. |

LI'o strengthen its evidence based advocacy through research,
ENABLE conducted a comprehensive research study on the 'quality‘
and sustainability of SHGs' in eight states,viz. Andhra Pradesh,‘

~ |Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Rajasthanand West ~—

Bengal. These state level studies were conducted with common
‘research methodologies, uniform sample size and same research
tools, so that the results are comparable and a national level
‘synthesis study report could be prepared. Each of the 7-member,
‘organizations of ENABLE anchored these studies in their main‘
operational states. In this study, i have tried to highlight the role of

SHGsinthese eight states.

The remaining part of the study deals with the following sections,‘
Section 2 deals with literature review, Section 3 highlights the‘
objectives of the study, Section 4 explores data analysis and
methodology and finally, Section 5 highlights the economic impact‘
on Self-help group members due to Self-help group programmes,‘

‘Section 6 ends with conclusion and recommendations. \
|

Section 2

2. Literature Review
‘Many research organizations, donor agencies, implementing
‘agencies have conducted several studies, evaluations, impact
studies and, assessments on SHGs and their federations across the
icountry. And it is not possible to present a comprehensive review o#
alltheresearch done so far. However, a brief overview of some ofthe
‘Iarge—scale studies conducted and published in the recent past is
‘given below. |

A study on the structure, conduct and performance of SHGs
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changes in savings and borrowing patterns among group members,

to study the impact of the programme on the level and composition‘

of income as well as employment of the group member households

and to assess the changes in the social conditions of each member‘

‘households due to their association with SHGs. The author

‘concluded that, about 21 percent of groups had no place to conduct
_ __ _ meetings. They conducted meetings either on the village roadsor

‘under the shade of village trees, etc. Low leadership rotation is an|

area of concern. It may lead to major information asymmetry and‘

causation of moral hazards. Not only that, bankers show

unenthusiastic attitude in promoting SHGs. Occasionally, they point‘

outreasons like shortage of staff, time, etc. just to avoid dealing with

‘SHG promotion. The study observed that, there is a necessity to

build up an effective Management Information System (MIS) and a

‘data base on SHGs at the district level. The study observed that

‘many groups have conducted various developmental works in the‘

village such as infrastructure development, construction of schools,‘

roads, buildings, hospitals and even Rural Infrastructure

Development Fund (RIDF) projects. The study found out that, there

‘is a need for greater thrust to human resource development‘

(Puhazhendi, V. and K.C. Badatya, 2002). In another study, the

‘author assessed the impact and sustainability of SHG—bank linkage|
lon the socio-economic conditions of the individual members and
their households in the pre-SHG and post-SHG scenarios. This study‘
was conducted for India as a whole, covering six states of Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh and Assam.‘
‘The author found that, the bank linkage programmes have
significantly improved the access of the rural poor to financial
‘services and have had considerable positive impact on the socio-
leconomic conditions and the reduction of poverty of SHG members
and their households. The author also reportedly suggested about‘
the empowerment of women members and their increased self-
confidence and positive behavioural changes in the post-SHG period
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‘Economic Research, 2008). (Salomo et. Al, 2010) did a research on,
Sustainability of SHG Federation Structures covering 12 SHG‘
federations in six different states of India. It opined that federating is
needed for ensuring outreach, member ownership and governance,‘
‘bottom up structured and linked multi-level systems, reduced
‘dependency on external advisory and financial support, ability to
____ face different environmental and socio-economic circumstances,

‘and legal and regulatory framework. \
|

‘Section3 |
1. Objectives of the study
India is facing a number of challenges in consolidating, saturating‘
and sustaining SHG movement, especially in SBLP. Towards this, the‘
impediments need to be identified and appropriate strategies have
to be developed to overcome the identified impediments. The‘
‘Government promotional efforts need to be supplemented with
learning from different states' experiences and independent
‘assessments and observations of present status of SHG institutions|
inthe country. |
|

Inthe above context, a national study on SHGs has been undertaken.
he major objective of the study is to understand the role of SHG

movement in the country. |

[
Section4 |

\
2.Data Analysis and Methodology |
|

\
Rajasthan, Assam, Bihar, West Bengal, Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka promoted by various SHPIs such as‘
‘Government, NGOs, banks and self or community. |
\

The study is descriptive in nature and covers 8 states of West Bengal

2.1 Data Analysis



© SHGs is high in Karnataka with 9.62 lakhs followed by Andhra

‘Pradesh with 9.02 lakhs and low in Gujarat with 2.21 lakhs
compared to other states. The balance in a SHG saving bank account‘
is high in Andhra Pradesh followed by West Bengal and Karnataka
and low in Assam in compared to other states. The savings balance
‘ofan SHG on 31st March of ayear is estimated as approximately 30%
‘ofthe SHG's total savings. While 30% is in the savings bank account,

e f‘tJ:Lergmajningm%jswiihmembexsinthgfomojlqangutslanding.\f B

Jable 1: State-wise number of SHGs, Savings in SB Account and‘
‘Loan Outstanding (Amountin Rs Lakhs)

‘ Parricnlars Mo ot SHizs Ravings Laans L.aans
| Ly Lot | amout
i ul mou

Db 2TEsS SEO0E.5T GL0EE 39 L2477 52

‘ West Rongal Al 15353875 193374,47 rTaEn gl

‘ ARZAIT 13I0EN 1M 3637 15065 56 LA 2
{rajarar 221350 14014123 26025 0GR FGNG 00

| Maha-ashtra THUTER HETAA0 THU2T. 75 10731 10

| Keumataka UGz 144242135 GIIOET 3 TAT4474

| Kujasthern g 10 1863000 A e b A5 18306

|

‘Source: Nabard, Status of Microfinancein India2015-16

Grant has been sanctioned and released by state government of 8
states to Farmer's Club as self-help group promoting institutions
‘(SHPI),shown intable 2 below.

The data in table 2 shows that as on March 2016, Nabard
collaborated with Farmer's Club and released a grant to promote

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Aclbra Pradesh Mola1w 14501 M0 |1 56054 ik | F22082 57 ‘
|

|

|

|

|

|

SHGs. |
|

A third of the sanctioned amount was released to the SHPIs by‘
INABARD. As such the promotional cost support from NABARD is less
at Rs.4,000 per SHG. If only a part that is released to the SHPI, there‘
‘will be serious issues related to the quality and sustainability of
those SHGs promoted. |

\
|
| 165
|



LerlZ 2: Statewise Grant sappzrtza;cti;m;d and released ?o\
‘Farmers' Clubs (FCs) as SHPIs as on 31 March 2016 (Amount in Rs,
Lakhs)

Source: Status of Micro-Finance in India, NABARD
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Except in Bihar, Maharshtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan and Andhra

‘Pradesh, more than 50 Farmer's Club have collaborated with Nabard|
‘in the West Bengal and Assam and only 1 in Gujarat; the number of
SHGs promoted also varies from 5 to 1300. The SHG targets to
Farmer's Club in West Bengal are high in comparison to other states.
However, the ratio of savings linked to credit linked SHGs, 46% in‘
West Bengal and 72% in Assam.

Growth of SHG Bank linkage programme in India during the Iast‘
three years: The data in table 3 shows that the number of SHGs
savings linked to banks has been increased during period 2013-14 to‘
‘2015-16. The balance in SHGs' SB accounts has increased during
these three years. The amount of bank loans disbursed also
increased and at the same time the number of SHGs having loans|
outstanding with banks has been decreased year toyear. |
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Lchree years.
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Source: Status of Micro-Finance in India, NABARD

Table 3: SHG-Bank Linkage Programme during the last three years

Selection of SHG members: While forming a group, they drew up‘

criteria to select members or reject others. During group
discussions, most of the groups reported that, they considered the

‘following criteria while selecting or rejecting members.

Table 4: Selection of SHG Members
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The above criteria reveal that the groups have taken care while

‘selecting or not selecting members of a group, which is required for

The state-wise details of Self-Help Group Bank Linkage Programme

are given below:

Table 5: Table Showing State-wise Spread Of The Shg-bank Linkage

smooth functioning and sustainability.

Programme - Savings Of Shgs With Banks As On 31st March
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| arronm] {Re, i | (M A (%}
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runush =1k fil wd) 1k, L
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(oA 675 93] I 14 .33 |
| Cinjarar [ Rl L 2002 ERE
— — — Hargana —  — 3ATAI L IOTE2EE AL 1T [ —
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Source: Status of Micro-finance in India; A NABARD Publication.

The above table shows that the savings amount is highest in Andhra
Pradesh, followed by Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, West Bengal and‘
‘Gujarat. |
Section5 |
‘1. Economic Impact of SHG Members \
A. Change in the saving pattern of SHG members |
‘Table 5 presents the changes that occurred in the saving pattern of

_ 19 _ _ _ |
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‘has been almost 80 per cent and 15 per cent increase in SHG
'members, who are now saving there money in Bank & Post Offices‘
'and SHG, while there has been a decrease of 85 per cent and 10 per
‘cent members, who were earlier having cash in hand and provided‘
‘Ioans to relatives. It can be concluded that SHG is having a good‘
‘impact on members, in their ability to save their hard earned
_ _ _money._ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ oo
‘Table 6: Changein the saving pattern of SHG Members

|
PHE-5Hi PUYS =8 HG
‘ Perticnlars oumlear Pzroontage M nher Percentage
‘ In Rark ard|} 1 124 TELA
P
SHG [k il 25 154
‘ In SHG i 3
\ Linan I | Th L Ll 1
Felatives  anzd
‘ Frizndz
| Taral 1n? 1715 162 10

'A. Change in the cumulative saving pattern of SHG members per
Imonth

'Table 6 presents the changes that occurred in the cumulative saving
‘pattern of the SHG members during pre and post SHG period per‘
month. It is found that there has been 74 per cent increase in SHG
‘members who are currently saving more than Rs. 2000 per month,|
'who were earlier saving nothing in the pre SHG period, while there‘
'has been a decrease of 10.5 per cent, 50 per cent and 13.6 per cent‘
Imembers, who were earlier saving between zero and Rs. 500, Rs.
1500 and 1000 & Rs. 1000- 1500 per month and there has been no
‘change in 8 members who were earlier also in the range of Rs. 1500
‘and 2000 per month. It can be concluded that SHG is having a good

‘impact on the saving of the members.
‘Size of Loan taken till now

\
\
\
\
|
Lusk in Huned 14 i1 b < |
|
\
\
\
|

ITable 7 presents the changes that occurred in the size of the loan
‘taken till now by the SHG members. It is found that there have been
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‘the pre SHG period, who had taken loan between zero and Rs. 5000,
Rs. 5000-10000, Rs. 10000-20000 and Rs. 20000-35000 in the post‘
'SHG period, while there has been a decrease of 55.5 per cent
'members who had not taken till now and there has been no change‘
‘in 8 members who were earlier also in the range of Rs. 35000 and
‘50000. It can be concluded that SHG is having a good impact on the

[ ‘dramdngpatiemotthe_membgrs ffffffffff

‘Table 7: Change in the cumulative savings pattern of SHG members

\
|
per month |
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Table 8: Change in the cumulative savings pattern of SHG members
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‘A. Total No. of loans from SHG till now
|

per month |
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|

Fig 1 presents the distribution of the sample SHG members on thel
basis of total number of loans taken from SHG till now. It can be seen|
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‘(30 per cent) have taken twice, 8 members (5 per cent) have taken,
'thrice, 8 members (5 per cent) have taken four times and 8‘
'members (5 per cent) have taken loan more than four times. So it‘
ican be concluded that the majority of sample SHG members have
‘started taking loan from SHGs in order to run their day to day‘
‘consumption expenses. Total No. of loans from Bank till now Fig 2
__ __ presents the distribution of the sample SHG members on the basis/ =
‘of total number of loans taken from Bank till now. It can be seen that,
177 SHG members (47 per cent) have not taken loan till now from‘
'Bank, 47 members (29 per cent) have taken once, 16 members (10‘
'per cent) have taken twice, 6 members (4 per cent) have taken
thrice, 8 members (5 per cent) have taken four times and g
‘members (5 per cent) have taken loan more than four times. So it
can be concluded that the majority of sample SHG members have
‘started taking loan from Bank in order to start their enterprises,
‘Regarding change in asset value, it can be concluded that 113 SHG‘
'members (70 per cent) have increased their asset value in the post‘
'SHG period, 33 members (20 per cent) have no change in their asset
value and only 16 members (10 per cent) have decreased their asset‘
‘value. Therefore majority of the sample SHG members are

‘benefited by joining the SHGs.

Fig 1: Number of times loan taken by SHG members

Mo. of times loan taken from SHiGs by
SHG members
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of loans taken from bank

Distribution of sample SHG members
on the basis of total no. of loans
taken from banlk

Section 6

\ . .
6. Conclusion and Recommendations |

|

ﬂ'he study highlights the fact that, regarding number of self help‘
groups Karnataka stood highest, followed by Andhra Pradesh and
West Bengal and for holding savings in Savings Bank account,
‘Andhra Pradesh stood first, followed by West Bengal and Karnataka.|
‘Regarding the number of Farmer's Club, more than 50 Farmer's Club‘
have collaborated with NABARD in West Bengal and Assam and only‘
1 in Gujarat; the number of SHGs promoted also varies from 5 to
1300. The SHG targets to Farmer's Club in West Bengal are high in‘
‘comparison to other states. Not only that, the number of SHGs!
savings linked to banks has beenincreased during period 2013-14 tol
‘2015—16. The balance in SHGs' SB accounts has also increased during
these three years with a decrease in the number of SHGs Ioans‘
outstanding with banks. Therefore, it can be concluded that the‘
position of SHGs in West Bengal is favourable. |

For promoting, developing and sustaining the SHG federations, the‘
following specific recommendations are made:



SHG federations require a national policy recognizing them as|
institutions of the poor. The policy must also provide for the SHG,
federations playing roles that they decide and there must be‘
enabling provisions. |

. NABARD toissue guidelines to all banks for providing bulk finance
and other financial services to the SHG federations for enabling‘

those SHG federations that choose to play a financial intermediation‘

|
. An appropriate legal form is needed for the SHG federations.‘
Many SHG federations are registered under the cooperative laws,
particularly in those states that have parallel liberal cooperative‘
laws. Some SHG federations engaged in social intermediation are
‘registered under the societies or trusts. However, these laws have
beeninadequate to serve the needs of the SHG federations. There is
‘a need to draft a model SHG federation law at the national level
based on wide consultations which can provide the framework for‘
State Governments to enact specific legislations for SHG‘
federations. |

. Livelihood Organizations to be promoted. To provided Iivelihood‘
promotion services, livelihood organizations need to be promoted.
Those SHG members that are engaged in a particular livelihood can
become amember of the livelihood organization.

|
|
|
- Training and capacity building organizations to be promoted and‘
supported. |
To provide need-based support to SHGs, SHG federations, livelihood|
organizations and other social organizations, considerable training‘
and handholding support would be needed. District, State and
National Level training and capacity building organizations need to‘
‘be identified, developed and provided support for a period of 5-10
‘years. |

In conclusion, SHG movement holds great promise for poverty‘
— — —‘reduetieﬁaﬁdwomen%empewefmeﬁtasev{ldeﬁtﬁromaﬁumberﬂﬁ— — —
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S ‘sﬁd?es,?ncﬂdﬁg this one. Some of the constraints faced l;y tﬂe\i —

‘SHGS must be addressed, the most important being the need for,
sustained training and capacity building support. Banks must look at‘
SHG Bank linkage as a business opportunity and not just as a social
obligation. Imbibing the principles of selfhelp, mutual benefit and‘
‘self-reliance inthe SHPIs and SHGs is a prerequisite. Broadening and
‘deepening the engagement of SHGs would address the larger issues

~_ _ ofinequalities and discrimination. SHG federationscan haveauseful
‘role to play, if they are well-developed and have the required
capacity. For SHG federations to be effective, a new legal for‘
specifically meant for them is needed. Evolving an ecosystem to
support the SHGs and their institutions will go along way in realizing‘
the vision of poverty free India.
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